
Dunhurst  Friday Report  

11ñ03ñ11   

Friday 11th Mar 

Group Parent/Teacher meetings 

Groups train departs Petersfield 

Groups train arrives Waterloo 

4.00ñ6.00pm 

4.18pm 

5.43pm 

Saturday 12th Mar 

Groups ActivityñOutdoor Work 

Blocks train departs Petersfield 

Blocks train arrives Waterloo 

11.00ñ1.00pm 

1.48pm 

2.51pm 

Sunday 13th Mar 
Train departs Waterloo 

Train arrives Petersfield 

6.30pm 

7.37pm 

Monday 14th Mar Block 1 Careers Morning 9.00ñ1.00pm 

Tuesday 15th Mar Mindfulness Courseñ3rd session 4.30ñ5.30pm 

Wednesday 16th Mar 

U11 6-a-side Football Tournament at Churcherõs  

U13 VII Girls Hockey Tournament at Dunhurst 

U13 Rugby v Morehouse (A) 

U9, U10, and U11 Netball v Churcherõs Junior School (H) 

1.30ñ5.30pm 

1.30ñ5.30pm 

2.30pm 

4.00pm 

Thursday 17th Mar 
Egyptian Day for Group 1 

Group 1 parents invitation to meet Jane Grubb 

 

7.00ñ8.15pm 

Friday 18th Mar 
Sex education for Groups 2 and 3 

Leave weekend begins for everyone 

Lesson G-9 

4.00pm 

Saturday 19th Mar Leave weekend  



 Letter from Penny...  

 
Dear Parents 

 

 It was lovely to see so many Block Two parents at the meetings with Staff on Fri-

day and Saturday.  Such meetings always encourage communication and understanding, 

both waysɭand we look forward to similar meetings for Groups parents this week.  

 

 Monday morning, 14th March, sees another stage of our Blocks Careers Education 

programme.  Incorporating work in PSHE these special mornings culminates in the now 

well -embedded Workshadowing Day which takes place for Block Two next term.  On 

Monday, Block One find themselves at the start of the programme having been intro-

duced to what lies ahead during tutor time on Wednesday.  They will be hearing from 

ÚÐßɯÐÕÝÐÛÌËɯÚ×ÌÈÒÌÙÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙÌÌÙÚɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÛÓÌɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯËÖɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ

ËÖɯÈÓÓɯËÈàȳɂɯɯ.ÜÙɯÚ×ÌÈÒÌÙÚȮɯÍÙÖÔɯÝÌÙàɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÐÌÓËÚɯÖÍɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

ÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÊÈÙÌÌÙȮɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌàɯÎÖÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯËÖɯȿÈÓÓɯËÈàɀȭɯɯ4ÚÜÈÓÓàɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÈÕɯ

eye opener, this is the start of the long but exciting journey to the outside world for your 

children.  Do be sure to ask them about it! 

 

 (ɯÈÔɯÝÌÙàɯÔÜÊÏɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÍÐÙÚÛɯɁ3ÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖßɂɯÞÌÌÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

last week of term and particularly to the Thursday of that week, 31st March.  The school 
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Wight.  Focus include human bridges, ecology, bridge design, songs and impressionistic 

music, media reportage, tourism, an off -site documentary and bridges of the world.  

Children will be grouped carefully and across age groups so the day will be very differ-

ent for them.  Parents are invited to the closing assembly when children will show you 

their work and conclusions.  Kathy will keeping you posted via the Friday Report in due 

course. 

 

  Boarding continues to thrive with over 70 children in on Thursdays and Fri-

days. We have experienced a wide variety of Friday evening ventures from an authentic 

ȿÊÐÕÌÔÈɯÕÐÎÏÛɀɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÚ×ÓÌÕËÐËɯÜÚÏÌÙÌÛÛÌÚȮɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ*ÐÕÎÚɯÈÕËɯ0ÜÌÌÕÚɯ

night, good preparation for the forthcoming wedding, and a night of pampering for the 

girls. Groups now have a couple of activities arranged for them on a Thursday night 

ÌÝÌÙàɯÏÈÓÍɯÛÌÙÔɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯȿÍÈÔÐÓàɯÍÌÌÓɀɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÖÓËÌÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯ

reading to the youngsters at bedtime. Scoffs is now open in the evenings as a mixed so-

cial space and the in house café continues to thrive in the evenings with the children con-

tributing and taking a good deal of responsibility for the running of these initiatives.   

Thank you to the Boarding staff, as always, for all their efforts.  

 

 



Whatõs going on é  

  

Train Arrangements  

Friday 11 th  March ñGroups only  

Depart Petersfield 4:18pm     Arrive Waterloo 5:43pm  

Car will be departing at 4:00pm  

Saturday 12 th  March  

Depart Petersfield  1:48pm    Arrive Waterloo  2:51pm  

                                             Arrive Guildford 2:15pm  

This train does not stop at Clapham Junction  

Mini bus will depart at 1:25pm  

Sunday 13 th  March  

Depart Waterloo  6:30pm      Arrive  Petersfield  7:37pm  

                                     Depart Guildford  7:12pm  

Gaps Duty Mobile Number  07827478489  

 

 No need to remind you that next weekend is Long Leave beginning for everyone at 

4.00pm on Friday, 18th March.  Group 1 will have enjoyed a splendid Egyptian Day and 

there will have been plenty of sporting activity across the board.  

 

  I am delighted too, that Groups 2 and 3 were able to meet our new Head, 

Jane, on Thursday evening.  Ralph Morel, new Deputy will be at Dunhurst again this 

coming Wednesday. On Thursday, 17th March, Group 1 parents have the opportunity of 

meeting Jane and the following Thursday, 24th March, Block 1 parents. 



Whatõs going on é  

  

Dunhurst cele-

brated World 

Book Day  and 

the pleasure of 

reading on Thursday 3rd March.  Block 1 stu-

dents led an assembly and talked about what 

reading means to our community and also, 

how reading can change lives for communi-

ties in poorer countries around the world.  

Staff and students created a wall display to 

recommend favourite books to each other 

and throughout the week tutor groups par-

ticipated in a ôquotation challengeõ.  Each 

morning a quotation taken from a famous 

childrenõs novel was emailed to tutor 

groups.  Each group had to identify the title 

of the book and the author for a prize. 

The English room was also transformed into 

a ôReading Retreat Roomõ with rugs, bean 

bags, cushions and hot chocolate!  All day 

the room was available for staff and students 

to relax, read and escape into the world of 

stories. 

Quotation Challenge Winners 

Judy Walkerõs Tutor Group 

Fran Boxõs Tutor Group 

Darran Kettleõs Tutor Group 



Whatõs going on é  

 

Miraflor Assembly and Cheque Presentation  
On Monday pupils heard Martina Gruppo report back from her recent trip to Nicara-

gua and the school, Esquela Vincente Talavera that Dunhurst is supporting.  After Dun-

hurst parents and pupils raised funds of up to £10,000 last year she was able to explain 

where the money was going and how the new school building was progressing.  The 

Nicaraguan Government have recently granted the school secondary school status, 

which means 200 pupils will now be able to further their education, including adults, 

from this remote mountain community. 

Pupils watched a video of Marlon, a Miraflor villager, thanking them for their efforts 

and saw photos of the building work in progress. 

Martina, who runs the lo-

cally based ethical Coffee 

Fairy business, importing 

and selling organic coffee 

from the region, has just 

returned from a fairly gru-

elling but productive trip.  

A quote from her blog 

here shows how this was 

far from a restful holiday.  

After buying water filters 

in Managua for the Mira-

flor community she still 

had this to do, 

òSo on my shopping list 

this time are the materials 

to build a classroom, the 

transport to take everything up to the community, organising the project manager, the 

team of builders and the extra concrete to create the new playground, finding and 

sourcing new supplies of coffee, meeting with farmers and recording a programme for 

the Food Programme on BBC Radio 4..ó  

Martina will be on the Food Programme sometime in May,  explaining her cof-

fee business and its benefits to the Miraflor community, including interviews with the 

farmers. Watch this space for more details. 

While helping the builders clear rubble for the laying of the foundations she also found 

her own work mate, Freddy age 12, who was eager to help knowing that he, himself, 

would be attending the newly built school. 

Martina sees the start of the building work on the new 

Miraflor classroom.õ 



Whatõs going on é  

Cheque Presentation  

At the end of the assembly Martina was delighted to receive a cheque for 

the sum of £912.50 for the Miraflor school project.  

This was raised by the staff who participated in the Great South Run last year, includ-

ing Dunhurst staff Ryan and Moony.  The money will help buy more materials for the 

school such as solar panels and windows. Other pupils such as Cameron Cross have 

been actively raising money through recycling mobile phones and ink cartridges.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Miraflor support projects  

Clothing  

Martina said that after a poor coffee harvest last year and general hardship in the re-

gion there was a need for clothes in Miraflor which are very expensive in Nicaragua.  

Although families put much of their earnings towards school uniforms, they have very 

little other clothing.  We are therefore going to set up some bins for a seconds cloth-

ing collection for Miraflor, so start bagging up those unwanted clothes now. A collec-

tion point in the school will be announced soon. 

Activity  

There are also ideas to set up a Spanish language/Miraflor activity in the future so 

that pupils can learn to write letters to the Miraflor children in simple Spanish 

Pupilõs fund raising ideas 

Already there have been several ideas for new fundraising initiatives and sponsored 

events from pupils which should start to take shape in the coming weeks. 

Martina being presented with a cheque for the Miraflor School 



Whatõs going on é  

Thinking Outside Of The Box  

The last week of term will become a chance for the 
whole school to engage in óthinking outside the boxô.  
Pupils will be introduced to the ideas in  the first assem-
bly of the week and the penultimate day of term will be 
an óoff-timetableô day for all pupils, giving them a chance 

to explore an aspect of the theme, which is linked to our whole school óEarth 
Mattersô academic year focus.  This day (Thursday 31

st
 March) will culminate 

in a presentation in the Well at 3pm, to which parents are warmly invited and a 
further collection of work that will be available to view around the school, and 
via mailings to parents after the event.  More details to follow in subsequent 
Friday reports! 

Dunhurst Community Art and Design Exhibition 2011 
It was wonderful to see so many 

parents and friends of Dunhurst en-

joying our Private View last Thurs-

day evening. We would like to 

thank those of you who attended. 

The exhibition, a celebration of the 

rich array of art and design work 

produced by Dunhurst pupils and 

teaching staff, filled the Bedales 

gallery and over-flowed into the up-

per gallery. Portraits, created by 

everyone at Dunhurst during our 'Big Draw' week, 

spread around the entire length of the gallery, linking all 

the artwork with a thread of community.  The variety and 

standard of work is truly remarkable and if you haven't 

see it yet it is well worth the visit.  The exhibition is open 

until 26th March, Monday to Friday 2-5pm and Saturdays 

10am-1pm. Staff work on show includes paintings by 

Louise Banks, Ken Cope, Lucy Maiklem, Maddy Clark, 

our artist-in-residence, Rupert Bathurst, collages and tex-

tiles by Helen Howarth and Lyn Perry, hand-crafted gui-

tars by Richard Nice and ceramics by Ken Cope and 

Elaine Hewitt. 



Whatõs going on é  

 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR POSTCARDS! HELP.  
We are a group of Bedalians who are part of the Save the Children ôStudent Enterprise 

Schemeõ.  Our most ambitious project yet is to raise money for Save the Children and 

Bedales Swaziland project and we need your help! 

So far we have raised money by selling cakes at school but now we are hoping to run a 

postcard auction that will take place in the Bedales library during Bedales parentsõ day 

in July 2011.  We would like to include works from parents, OBõs and current Bedalians.  

If you are interested in taking part please could you email Daisy at coop-

erd@bedales.org.uk or Cheryl Osborne (teacher) cosborne@bedales.org.uk and we 

will send you the A5 piece of sketch paper. 

On this you can do a drawing, take a photo or hand write 

some poetry/song lyrics etc anything you like! Then send it 

back to us and we will auction it.  All the art will be anony-

mous; everyone will bid because they like the art rather than 

for who did it.  (There are some examples to the left) 

Please help us, we are aiming to collect 100 pieces of art and 

really need your help! 

Thank you, The ôRun a Charityõ team xx 

Childtalk  

Al McConvilleôs talk on Bedales Assessed Courses and iGCSEs has 
been rescheduled for Tuesday 3 May from 4.30 ï 5.30 in the Humani-
ties Room. 

Group 1 Camp  

The Group 1 Camp will be from Monday, 23rd May until Friday, 27th 
May not the dates as stated in the Group 1 letter. 

Groups Saturday Activity  

This weekõs Groups Saturday Activity Outdoor Work 11 ð 1pm.  

Saturday 26 March Drama from 11 ð 1pm   

mailto:cooperd@bedales.org.uk
mailto:cooperd@bedales.org.uk
mailto:cosborne@bedales.org.uk


Whatõs going on é  

Groups French Play  

òThe Worldõs Gone French!ó When Na-

thanõs mother brought him home an 

incomplete jigsaw puzzle of a world 

map, there were missing pieces. 

Those pieces all represented countries 

where France is spoken, and until 

Nathan could locate the missing 

pieces, everyone in his world spoke to 

him only in French. Luckily for Na-

than, he had the help of Dunhurst 

Groups and Dunannie Year 3, who 

translated for him, joined him with 

his grandmother, helped pick up 

some shopping, and eventually found 

the final piece of the jigsaw. Onatti 

Productions put on an entertaining 

play in French and English with 

French vocabulary pitched at the perfect level for this age group. ð Liv  

EGYPTIAN EXPERIENCE  

 

Group 1 Parents  

 are invited to Group 1 classroom 
from 3.00pm  

on Thursday, 13th March  

to take part in an Egyptian experience  

From Group 1  



Whatõs going on é  
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Sport ...  

SPORTS ROUND UP  

Well itõs been a busy week of sport with 

the IAPS Netball tournament, Dance plat-

form on Sunday, The Dunhurst U13 Boysõ 

hockey tournament, U11 boysõ hockey and 

U12 & U13 girls swimming gala. 

The U12 netball team had the opportunity 

to see the level that they should be work-

ing towards and this helped them realise 

the commitment to practise thatõs needed. 

Debbie was very pleased with their determina-

tion throughout the tournament where they 

played against some of the strongest teams in 

the South. 

It was great to watch the boysõ U13A&B 

hockey teams in action in the Dunhurst hockey 

tournament. It was thrilling to see over 100 

boys taking part and playing at such a high 

standard. Itõll be the girlsõ turn next week! 

We also had our first swimming gala of the 

year which was thoroughly enjoyable. I was 

so impressed with the team as they had to 

swim extra races due to illness, injury, ap-

pointments plaguing the Block 2 team. 

Emma D was the only Block 2 girls that 

swam in the end! For some it was their first gala 

and so they had a crash course in how to com-

pete. 

I would like to thank all the parents that have 

supported all of these events. It makes a huge 

difference to have that kind of positive support 

on the side lines! 

The dancers:  Rhea, Kath, Antonia, Anastasia, 

Emma, Ellie W, Imi, Sammy, Charlotte, Molly, 

Daisy and Josh M (sorry I left your name off last 

week!) were an absolute pleasure on Sunday.  



Sport ...  

U11A and B Hockey v Barrow Hills  

The U11 A & B Hockey teams travelled to Barrow Hills on Wednesday. The 

boys all played very well and both matches were closely contested. After go-

ing 1-0 up in the A team match, we eventually lost 3-2. The B team had more 

success and won their match 3-0! Well played, boys. 

U12 and 13 Swimming Gala v Alton Convent  

On Wednesday Block 1 and 2 competed in a swimming gala against Alton 
Convent. Unfortunately there were a couple of people missing from the 
squad, but well done to all of the swimmers that still competed and filled in 
at the last minute.  

This event was our first gala of the year and many children hadnôt com-
peted in one ever before. We all tried our best and worked really well as a 
team. Even though they narrowly beat us, it was great practice to experi-
ence a real swimming gala.  

The atmosphere in the pool was great with lots of cheering from parents 

and competitors. But an especially big thanks you to all of the extremely en-

couraging people who came to applaud Dunhurst. Also a huge thank you to 

Rachel, David, Anderly and Ellie, for helping this event to happen. Well 

done to all of the Blocks who competed, we tried really hard and hopefully 

there will be more swimming galas to come. 

Sports Round Up Cont  

Rosie, Mary and I really enjoyed their company and we were very pleased with their 

performances. Thank you again to Rosie for putting the dance together and of such a 

high quality too. Thank you too to Mary and Inneke for the outstanding costumes and 

for their invaluable help on the day. 

We do still need the children to be more committed to their teams if we are going to 

be able to put all of these matches on. Could I make a plea to parents to help in this 

by checking the calendar and Friday report before making appointments or other 

trips. We are a small school so if there is a match we expect all of the team to be 

available. 



Sport ...  

 U13 Hockey  

Sport was definitely the winner in our 

own ten team hockey tournament on 

Wednesday. With 100 boys competing 

from six schools and a really impres-

sive standard evident in every game, 

we were proud to host this prestigious 

event. 

Unfortunately on the day, despite some 

superb stick and team work it was not 

to be for the Dunhurst teams. We 

really have come a long way since the start of 

term and every game was closely fought but 

we just didnõt quite amass enough points to 

progress through to the semi-finals. The boys 

were a little disappointed but should be really 

proud of the way they conducted themselves 

and their outstanding efforts on the field of 

play. The competition was eventually won by 

Lord Wandsworth College ôAõ team in a nail 

biter of a final. 

I will be writing a full and in depth report after our final game of the season which 

is against Frensham on Wednesday 23rd March. 

In the meantime good luck to the U13 rugby team who play Meoncross next Wednes-

day 16th March. 

Alan 


