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Welcome to Dunannie  
 
 
 

This handbook is mainly intended for newcomers to the Dunannie community, but we hope 

those who are already members will find it of interest. 

 

 

Several of our parents were themselves pupils, and we sometimes assume that all are familiar 

with the influences and people who have created the school and its philosophy. 

 

 

This booklet is designed to fill some of the gaps; it has a little history and it explains our 

relationship with Dunhurst and Bedales.  It tells you about the staff and the curriculum they 

teach and, most importantly, it outlines our philosophy of partnership with parents. 

 

 

We have tried to be brief, but we have to include lots of everyday things such as car parking, 

absence notes and name tapes which, experience suggests, are a necessary lubricant for the 

smooth running of the school. 

 

 

We hope you will find this booklet a useful point of reference, however, there is much more 

that could be said and your questions are always welcome.  Dunannie has an ôOpen Doorõ 

policy and it is the regular communication between home and school that ensures we do our 

best for all the children in our care. 
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School Aims  
 

 

The Aims of the School 

 

Inspired by the founder of Bedales School John H. Badley these are the aims for all children aged 

3 ð 18 years. 

 

Head 

To develop inquisitive thinkers with a love of learning who cherish independence. 

 

Hand 

To enable studentsõ talents to develop through doing and making. 

 

Heart 

To foster individuality and encourage initiative, creativity and the appreciation of the beautiful. 

 

Work of Each for Weal of All 

To enable students and staff to take pride in the communityõs distinctiveness, to feel valued and 

nourished by the community. 

 

The World Beyond Dunannie 

To foster interest beyond the school engaging with the local community and developing an 

international awareness. 

 

ôWork of Each for Weal of Allõ 

 



 

Parents Handbook 2010 Summer Term - 4 -  

History  
 
 

Dunannie started in October 1953 in part of a handsome Queen Anne/Georgian building (now 

demolished) across the Alton Road from Dunhurst.  Its first Head was Miss Sophy Tatchell, still an 

occasional visitor to the school and its 16 pupils ranged from 3½ to 7½ years.  It was famously 

described as òAn outpost of heaven down the roadó. 

 

As the school outgrew its original home, it moved firstly to Dunhurst and then in 1983 to the 

present building where children enjoy the excellent modern facilities you can see today. 

 

Sophy Tatchell was a Froebelian and the philosophy of family atmosphere, where individual talent 

and imagination is given the freedom to develop, has survived the schoolõs first fifty years. 

 

 

 

New Buildings:   Sophy Tatchell Library - 1990 

   Extended classrooms - 1996 

   Extended Library and new offices ð 2001 

   Bedales Sports Hall &  

   Swimming Pool Modernisation ð 2002 

   Junior Schoolsõ Dining Room completely redesigned - 2003 

   ICT Suite ð 2004 

   Little Acorns Nursery - 2006 

 

 

Further Reading:   òBedales School - the First Hundred Yearsó 

   by Roy Wake and Pennie Denton. 

  

   òBoys and Girlsó The first 100 years of  

   co-education at Bedales by Avril Hardie. 
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The Staff ð Their Roles in Dunannie  
 

One of the schoolõs most important resources is the staff.  Dunannie is fortunate to have high-caliber 

staff who are exceptionally dedicated.  Each class has a teacher and a teaching assistant. 

 

Joanna Webbern ð Head of Dunannie 

Julia Brown ð Senior Teacher and Reception Class Teacher 

Julia is the Early Years Foundation Stage Co-ordinator (Reception and Nursery), she also co-

ordinates History and Geography throughout the school, member of the Dunannie Senior 

Management Team 

 

 

Ros Boulton ð Year 3 Teaching Assistant 

 

Dorota Butler ð Year 1 Teaching Assistant 

 

Christina Canter ð Learning Support Teacher, Able Children (Gifted and Talented) and  

Inclusion Co-ordinator 

 

Catherine Claasen ð Year 3 Class Teacher 

Catherine is PSHE and RE Co-ordinator 

 

Donna Cooper ð Part-time Nursery Teacher 

 

Amanda de Courcy ð Year 1 Teacher 

Amanda is the Science Co-ordinator 

 

Natasha Drake ð Nursery Teaching Assistant 

 

Georgina Knowles ð Reception Teaching Assistant   

Georgina is also a Swallow Club Leader 

 

Bridget MacMillan ð Part-time Nursery and Year 1 Class Teacher and Out Door Work Teacher 

Bridget is responsible for the Outdoor Environment and Construction 

 

Bryony May ð Reception Teaching Assistant  
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Sharon Rose ð Nursery Teacher and Dance/Drama Teacher 

 

Harriet Rowntree ð Nursery Teaching Assistant 

 

David Stunt ðYear 3 Teacher 

David is the Maths and ICT Curriculum Co-ordinator, KS1 and 2 Curriculum Co-ordinator and 

Assessment Co-ordinator 

 

Joanne Swallow ð Year 2 Teaching Assistant 

 

Jacqui Uttley ð Year 2 Teacher 

Jacqui is the Art and Design Co-ordinator  

 

Fiona Willans ð PE, Games and Swimming Teacher 

 

Part - time Staff at Dunannie : -  

Louise Banks ð Year 3 Art Teacher & Art Club Teacher 

 

Nicola Curry ð Part-time Reception Teacher  

 

Anne Glenn ð Supply Teacher & Year1 Reading Support 

 

Elaine Hewitt, Head of Creative Studies ð Dunhurst  

Teaches Pottery to Year 3 and Pottery Club.  

 

Kessie Hourahine ð Part-time Year 1 Teaching Assistant 

Kessie teaches Mandarin Chinese at Bedales and Dunhurst 

 

Carol Innes, Assistant Director of Music ð Dunhurst 

Teaches Music at Dunannie 

 

Kathy Misson ð Director of Music ð Dunhurst 

Teaches Music at Dunannie  

 

Claire Reynolds ð Joint Swallow Club Leader 
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Nat Scott ð Dunhurst Music Teacher 

Teaches Music at Dunannie 

 

Lucienne Suter ð Dunhurst Music Teacher 

Teaches Music at Dunannie 

 

 

Administration Staff  

 

Marian Baldwin is the School Secretary 

Nicky Howard is the Assistant School Secretary 

Frances Harris is the Junior Headsõ Secretary  

Jo Kingsley-Pallant is the Librarian 
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The Board of Governors  
 
If you wish to contact the Governors please could you do this via the Clerk to the Governors at 
Bedales School either in writing or telephone 01730 300100.  
 
 

Name Retires Committee 
 
ALEXANDER Daniel 
 

 
2014 

 
 

BATSTONE Matthew N E 

 

 
2010 

 
F&GP, Risk Management 
External Relations (Chair) 
 

 
BAYLISS, Franciska  

 
2014 

 
Education (Chair) 
 

 
ELLIS Brian Dr 
 

 
2010 

 
 

FORD, Seona M 
 

2013 
 

Education 
SGLC 

 
JOHNSON, Professor Brian 
 

 
2015 

 

 
HANDS, Timothy 
 

 
2018 

 

 
HARDIE,  Ms Avril 

 

 
2018 

 

 
PARKER, Tim 
 

 
2015 

 
 

 
REDPATH Alan 
(Chairman) 

 

 
2012 

 

 
F&GP, Remuneration, External 
Relations, Bedales Association, BPA 
 

 
RICE, Matthew 

 
2016 

 

 
VETCH, Nicholas                

 
2013 

 
F&GP (Chairman), Remuneration, 
External Relations 
 

 
WILLIAMS Edward M 

 

 
2010 

 
Buildings (Chairman), F&GP, Education 
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Term Dates 2009 ð 2011 

  

 

Please note the Dunannie Spring Term 2010 starts two days before Dunhurst and Bedales.   

 

From September 2010 the term dates will be the same for the three schools. 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2009 Monday 7th September ð Friday 11th December 

Half Term: Monday 26th October ð Friday 30th October 

 

SPRING TERM 2010 Monday 4th January ð Friday 26th March 

Half Term: Monday 15th February ð Friday 19th February 

 

SUMMER TERM 2010 Monday 19th April ð Friday 2nd July 

Half Term: Monday 31st May ð Friday 4th June 

May Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2010 Monday 6th September ð Friday 10th December 

Half Term: Monday 25th October ð Friday 29th October 

 

SPRING TERM 2011 Monday 10th January ð Friday 1st April 

Half Term: Monday 21st February ð Friday 25th February 

 

SUMMER TERM 2011 Monday 25th April ð Friday 8th July 

Half Term: Monday 30th May ð Friday 3rd June 

May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
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Bedales Site Map 


