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For fundveds of years “The Tempest” fias cast a spell over
stary fias inspired countless artists and writers down tiie

audiences, and its strange and beguifing
ages, Aldous Huxley, Inis Murdoch and

Jofin Fowles among them, Sefiofars tend to agree that Thie Tempest was written sometime Getween
1610 and 1611, and the general consensus 1s that it was Shakgspeare’s last play. (Prospero’s final
speech fias Been interpreted as the playwnight's own valedictory, fis farewell to the stage after

afmost thirey years of thearnical fife.

Ifwe accept that Shakgspears wrote The Tempest at the end of fiis carcer, before eaving London to
fite in Stratford, then it comes as no surprise that th theme of transition is prominent 1n the plot.
It is a play afout metamorpliosis, and most of thie characters experience a sea change during tie
story. Because of this transitional element, the play seemed ripe for adaptation and performance by
tfie pupils in Blocks 1and 2, with fielp from the spritely Group 3. For every child these years are
times of great clanges, changes wihich are often fard to fatfiom; in growing up thicr are fessons to
G¢ leamned; some enjoyablz, some painfull And asin The Tempest, the wider world becRons and new

fives are ready to fie embarfed upon.
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