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Bedales Schools

Bedales comprises three schools (Dunannie, ages 3-8;
Dunhurst, ages 8-13; and Bedales itself, ages 13-18).

The schools’ five aims:

To develop inquisitive thinkers with a love of learning
who cherish independent thought.

To enable students’ talents to develop through doing
and making.

To foster individuality and encourage initiative,
creativity and the appreciation of the beautiful.

To enable students and staff to take pride in the
community’s distinctiveness — to feel valued and
nourished by the community.

To foster interest beyond the school — engaging with
the local community and developing an international
awareness.

Foundation

Bedales was founded by ] H Badley in 1893 to be a
humane alternative to the authoritarian regimes typical

of late-Victorian public schools. Although Mr Badley’s
ideas were highly radical for England at that time, in
retrospect he can be seen as part of a wider European
reform movement (he was the contemporary of Montessori
and Steiner). The school became fully co-educational in
1898; students were given a formal voice by 1916, when
the School Council was formed.

In line with Bedales’ tradition of tolerance, we welcome all
faiths and denominations. We have no chapel, but we have

a Quiet Place open to all. Students’ exposure to spiritual

and ethical values and religious faith comes in many forms,
including classroom teaching, assemblies, visiting speakers
and discussion groups. We can arrange for students to follow
their own religious observances.

The school is named after the house in which it began, in
Hayward’s Heath. Bedales moved to its rural Hampshire site
in 1900. Dunhurst, the junior school, was founded in 1905,
and Dunannie in 1953.

The three schools are located in 120 acres of farmland,
woods, orchards and playing fields. Students still follow

Mr Badley’s ideal (quoted from John Ruskin) of educating
‘head, hand and heart’. The strong practical element of
Outdoor Work, for example, includes work on the landscape,
ranging from hedge-laying to tending the school’s flock of
Jacob sheep.

The Memorial Library and adjoining Lupton Hall (the
original assembly hall) from the second decade of the 20th
century are Grade-1 listed. The Olivier Theatre (1998) and
Orchard Building (2005) have both won awards for the
quality and originality of their architecture.

Figures
In 2008 the school had:
Bedales Dunhurst Dunannie
Boy boarders 150 21%
Boy day 67 70 42
Boys (total) 217 91
Girl boarders 159 21%*
Girl day 75 75 43
Girls (total) 234 96
Overall total 451 187 85
Sixth form:
Boys 79
Girls 87
Total 166
Boarders 128

* includes half-boarding but not flexi-boarding
Boarding

Bedales is a boarding school. Day students are completely
integrated — to the extent that they usually follow the same

full, intense school day that may run from 8.30am to 9.30pm.
Boarders can opt to go home between Saturday lunchtime and
Sunday evening (many do, others don'’t), and there are times
when attendance at the weekend is required — for drama or
music rehearsals, for instance, or during the Whole-school
Effort (the annual weekend of work on the estate).

Why board?

Because relationships intensify when people work and

live so closely together — and relationships are key to the
Bedales approach and ethos. Because there is so much to
do, so much to try, that a shorter working day could not fit it
all in; students focus better when they are not split between
home and school. And this is where many of their friends
are. At Dunhurst, pupils can try out boarding and get used
to it gradually through flexi-boarding (occasional boarding
for one or more days at a time) and half-boarding.

Although weekend activities are available for boarders in
both schools, as often as not (and especially in Bedales)
they will choose just to relax (or sleep) by way of contrast
with the busy week — exactly as they would at home.

The curriculum

Dunannie

By the time they leave at 8+, children will be fluent readers,
spontaneous and literate writers, sound mathematicians and
able to apply rigorous creative imaginations to any practical
and theoretical challenges.

Pupils benefit from being part of the Bedales family: there
are close links with Dunhurst and Bedales, academically
and in areas such as sport. All three schools share facilities,
e.g. the swimming pool and sports fields and the

Olivier Theatre.

We have created a structured yet flexible curriculum for
all years, including the Nursery, and we give equal value to
intellectual, creative and emotional development. Children
are encouraged to enquire about the deeper how and why
of everything from an early age.

The performing and creative arts are important at Dunannie —
notably music, drama and dance — and we have access to
specialist teachers as well as Dunhurst’s excellent music
school resources. We encourage children to take individual
music lessons.

Dunhurst

We follow our founder’s vision of focussing on all aspects
of a child’s life — head, hand and heart — and we believe that
education should empower children through opportunity
and experience.

The curriculum is broad as well as deep. Unlike many
preparatory schools, we are not bound by the Common
Entrance syllabus; and we are guided by the National
Curriculum but not locked into it. If teachers want to
pursue a topic in depth, they can.

In Groups 1-3 (Years 4-6) the children spend most of their
lessons with their class teacher. Much of the English and
Humanities curriculum is taught through topic work, which
makes it more interesting and relevant. There is specialist
teaching in Maths, Science, Creative Studies, Physical
Education, Drama, French, Dance and ICT.

In Blocks 1-2 (Years 7-8) all subjects are taught by
specialists.

11



All Dunhurst pupils have ‘Green’ periods when they can
complete independent study or prep, or pursue other
activities: academic (modern languages, or extra Maths or
English), creative (music lessons or LAMDA) or sporting.
The number of Greens increases as children move up
through the school: they are one of the means by which
children learn to take responsibility for themselves and

to organise their own time.

Bedales

Block 3 (Year 9)

We consolidate what students have learnt previously, and
introduce and explore new areas of study. Some subjects
begin to prepare them for GCSE work, which commences
fully in Block 4. They will experience different ways of
learning and being taught. In addition to work in the
classroom, students will be given prep to complete in their
own time according to a weekly timetable available early
in the autumn term.

Block 3 spends a week camping at Ullswater early in

the autumn term. Older students spread myths about it
beforehand, but the reality is that Block 3 students return
full of excitement about the whole experience — and much
closer as a year group.

All Block 3 students study Art; Biology; Chemistry; Design

& Technology; Drama; English; French; Geography; History;
Information Technology; Mathematics; Music; Outdoor Work;
Physics; Personal, Social & Health Education; PE & Games.

In addition, they must choose one from Classical Civilisation,
German, Latin, or Spanish.

Blocks 4 & 5 (Years 10 and 11)
After much thought and research, we introduced a new
curriculum for the GCSE years in Block 4 in September 2006.

The most important and innovative element is a range of
internally designed Bedales Assessed Courses. These are
intended to fulfil our central educational aim of developing
inquisitive thinkers. The content of the courses is broad
and stimulating, offering cross-curricular opportunities and
being suited to a wide variety of learning styles.
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Internal assessment includes a mixture of written
assignments, presentations, projects and performances,
together with terminal examinations as appropriate. Each
course is moderated by external experts, as a guarantee
of academic standards.

The responses from students, staff and parents have been
enthusiastic. Students especially like the flexibility
to pursue in depth a topic that interests them.

Each student’s programme is built up from
four elements:

Core examined subjects:

GCSEs in English (single subject), Mathematics* and a
Modern Language, and IGCSE Science (Double Award)*.
This ensures that the basic requirements for higher
education are met.

Core non-examined subjects:

All students take part in the Physical Education programme
and can choose between Outdoor Work and Games. There
is one period per week of Personal, Social and Health
Education, which includes aspects of Personal Development
and Current Affairs.

Bedales Assessed Courses (maximum of three):

Ancient Civilisations; Art; Classical Music; Dance; Debating;
Design (Product Design); Design (Textiles); English
Literature; Outdoor Work; PRE (Philosophy, Religion and
Ethics); Theatre Arts.

Other externally examined subjects (maximum of two).

GCSE:
Geography, History, ICT, Latin, Music, a second modern
language, European Computer Driving Licence, Digital
Cre8or.

* The IGCSE curriculum is more demanding than the standard GCSE.
The Science Double Award includes the three subjects of Physics,
Chemistry and Biology and is a good foundation for any combination
of them at A level. The more able students take IGCSE Mathematics,
followed by AS-level Pure Mathematics.

The Sixth Form

A-level students enjoy an unusually broad and stimulating
environment at Bedales, in which they can combine serious
academic responsibility and opportunities for leadership.
For example, students help to run — or even initiate —
activities and societies, from literature to sport or the
performing arts.

Students in the lower sixth (6i) share much of the
responsibility for running the boarding houses, taking a
pastoral role with the younger children and working closely
with the house staff.

In 6ii, students live in the separate coeducational boarding
house (although with boys and girls on different floors),
which acts as a half-way house between school and the
independent living they will face in higher education. They
receive a great deal of advice and guidance on choosing,
and gaining admission to, universities and colleges.

Each student’s programme will include: academic study;
physical education; service to the community; cultural

and current affairs; moral, ethical and spiritual issues;

and a programme of personal development. The normal
academic programme in 6i is four AS subjects, reducing to
three subjects at A2 in the second year. The Bedales Sixth
Form Programme booklet gives a full description of subjects
and combinations.

These 23 subjects are available: Art; Biology; Chemistry;
Classical Civilisation; Computing; Dance; Design (Product
Design); Design (Textiles); Economics; English; French;
Geography; German; History; Latin; Mathematics; Further
Mathematics; Music; Physics; Psychology; Religious Studies
(Philosophy of Religion and Ethics); Spanish; and Theatre
Studies. Provision for September 2009 may vary slightly
from the above.

Higher education
Almost all our sixth-formers go on to further study — though
many take a gap year, which is why the figures below are

incomplete.

2007: places accepted

Bath Spa University Art/Textile Design Studies
Bournemouth University Computing
Brighton University Architecture

Bristol University* (3) Biology, Physics &
Philosophy, Ancient
History

Byam Shaw College of Art (2) Art Foundation
Camberwell College of Art (2) Art Foundation
Cambridge* (4) Natural Sciences (2),
Classics (2)

Central St Martin’s School of Art  Art Foundation

Radio Production &
Media Studies

Molecular Biology &
Biochemistry, Biology

Chester University
Durham University* (2)

East Anglia University* (2) Psychosocial Sciences,

American Literature

with Creative Writing
Edinburgh University* Architectural Design
Exeter College of Art and Design Art Foundation

Lampeter University Theology &

Religious Studies
Lausanne Business School Business Studies
Leeds College of Art and Design Furniture Making
Leeds College of Music Music Production
Leeds Metropolitan University Music Production
Leeds University* Chinese & Management

London (Goldsmiths College)* (2) Media & Cultural Studies,
English & Drama

London (Imperial College)* (2) Physics, Materials
Science & Engineering

London (School of Oriental
& African Studies)*

London (University College
London)* (2)

London College of Fashion Foundation

Arabic & Linguistics

Biomedical Sciences,
Anthropology
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London Metropolitan University

Events Management

Manchester Metropolitan University International Fashion

Manchester University* (2)
Newcastle University*
Nottingham University*
Oxford Brookes University (3)
Oxford* (2)

Reading University*

Royal Agricultural College
Cirencester

Sheffield University* (2)

Southampton Solent University
Southampton University* (3)

St Andrews University*
Surrey University* (2)

Sussex University* (4)

Swarthmore University USA

University College for Creative
Arts Farnham

Warwick University* (2)

Wimbledon College of Art

Marketing

Archaeology, Politics &
Modern History

Spanish & Business
Studies

Computer Science &
Management

Equine Science,
English Studies (2)

History, Molecular &
Cellular Biochemistry

Computer Science

International Equine &
Agric. Management

Landscape Architecture
& Ecology, Architecture

Sports Studies

Biology, Film & English,
Oceanography
Ancient History

Financial Mathematics,
Business Management
Media Studies &
German, Economics &
Politics, History &
Anthropology, Politics
& Philosophy
Mathematics

Art Foundation

English Literature,
History of Art

Art Foundation

* Russell Group or 1994 Group - the top research and teaching universities
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Academic monitoring and tutoring

At Dunannie we can catch you every day when you drop off
or collect your child, so that any concerns are raised and
dealt with quickly.

At Dunhurst and Bedales, we assign every student to a

tutor, who will monitor and guide their academic progress,
tailoring the level of support to the individual. This is one

of the ways in which we nurture independent study habits
and independence of mind, and help students to set realistic
ambitions and to manage their time efficiently.

Tutor-groups at Bedales are mixed-age, which encourages
the sharing of experience across the years, and they meet
regularly — although tutors might see a student several times
in a day when extra support is needed.

The system depends on trust and good communication
between tutor, student and parents. New tutors introduce
themselves to parents during the first ten days of term
and will keep in touch as necessary after that. We do not
ring or email you over every little issue that can be dealt
with routinely: you entrust your child to our professional
experience and judgement, and we will take a view on
what is best in each case.

Tutoring arrangements for Block 3 differ in the first term,
when each student’s housemaster or housemistress is also
his or her tutor. This gives students a focus at the start of
their time at Bedales, and it enables the house staff to get to
know their individual students very well both academically
and socially. Later on in the first year we allocate each
student to a tutor. Students remain with that tutor until the
end of Block 5 and have a new tutor in the sixth form.

Bedales Activities Programme

A wide-ranging programme of Activities is timetabled

for Blocks 3, 4 and 5 (Years 9-11) during the period before
or after supper, Monday to Friday. They vary according

to the season. Some of them are run by members of the
Sixth Form.

The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme is one Activity; here are
other examples (the programme may vary term by term):

Music

Choir; Chamber Music; Concert Band; Rock and Blues;
Music Practice.

Sport

Athletics; Badminton; Basketball; Cricket Nets; Distance
Running; Diving; Football; Gliding; Golf Range; Gymnastics;
Hockey; Indoor Football; Judo; Karate; Lacrosse; Multigym;
Rounders; Rugby; Sailing; Scuba Diving; Softball; Swimming;
Table Tennis; Tennis; Triathlon Training.

Creative

Art Movies; Art Studio; Audio Visual Club; Blacksmithing;
Dance and Jazz Dance; Design Workshop; Digital
Photography; Drama; French Films; Photography; Spinning
and Weaving; Textiles.

Practical
Bread Making; Cooking; Country Cooking; IT; Technology
Room; Tools for Self Reliance.

Other
Board Games; Bridge Club; Chess Club; Hydrotherapy;
Library; Remote Control Club; Voluntary Service.

Main points of entry

Dunannie

Age 3+ Nursery; day only
Children start in the September
following their third birthday. There
is the option of coming for one or two
afternoons in the previous summer term.

Age T+ (Year 3) Further places are available, as we
divide Year 3 into two classes.

Dunhurst
Age 8+ (Year 4) From Dunannie, or as an external
candidate; full or flexi-boarding or day

Age 11+ (Year 7) Boarding or day

Bedales
Age 13+ (Year 9) From Dunhurst, or as an external
candidate; boarding or day

Age 16+ (Year 12) Boarding or day

From long experience, it is best for students to join Dunhurst
or Bedales in the September following their eighth,
eleventh, or thirteenth birthday. However, we will consider
applicants for other years if places are available.

What sort of candidate?

Relationships are important at Bedales — among students
and between students and staff — so we look for applicants
who will benefit from, and contribute to, our particular mix
of informality and respect for the individual.

As our students grow older, they take on more responsibility
for organising their life and learning. This can be
demanding, when there are so many choices to be made

of academic and other activities, so we look also for the
intellectual capacity, determination and enthusiasm that
allow a student to make the most of these choices.

All these characteristics are personal and individual:
they have nothing to do with race, creed or background.
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Although one in eight of our students have a brother or
sister in the school, many others have siblings elsewhere,
because Bedales is right for one child but not the other.

Bedales does not adhere to any religious denomination,
but we can arrange for students to follow their own
religious observances.

Most of our families are based in London or the south-east
UK. About ten percent work or live overseas. By the time
of the senior school, two thirds of the students are boarders,
even though London is within daily commuting distance

by train.

You need to visit us!

Do come and meet us (and the students). It is the only way
to get a feel for the unique Bedales atmosphere.

We are holding open mornings as follows in 2008-09
(places are limited and must be pre-booked):

Bedales Dunhurst

Saturday 4 October 2008 Saturday 20 September 2008
Saturday 29 November Saturday 7 February 2009
Saturday 24 January 2009 Saturday 16 May

Saturday 28 February

Saturday 9 May

You are also welcome to visit on your own. These visits
will, typically, take the form of meetings with the Registrar
and Head or Deputy Head, as well as a tour of the school
with students.

Bedales:

please contact Tricia Bryanton, Assistant Registrar
(01730 711569; admissions@bedales.org.uk)

Dunhurst and Dunannie:

please contact Janie Jarman, Registrar
(01730 711733; dunhurstadmissions@bedales.org.uk or
dunannieadmissions@bedales.org.uk).
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Entry procedure

Our Admissions Policy is printed at the back of this booklet,
along with an Application for Admission form. When we
have received your completed form and a Registration Fee,
we enter your child’s name on the lists for the entrance tests
at the appropriate time. This does not constitute a guarantee
of a place in the school, which can only be determined by
the entrance tests.

Preliminary details of the January tests are sent out to the
parents during the preceding autumn term.

If you are applying for 13+ entry to Bedales, we advise
you to register your child by the end of April in the year
preceding entry to be sure of a place in the January
residential tests.

Entrance tests

Dunannie

At age 3+ there are no entrance tests. Places occasionally
become available further up the school. In these cases
children come to the school for an informal assessment
before a place is offered.

At age 7+ an informal one-day assessment takes place in
October for entry in September of the following year.

Dunhurst

At age 8+ and 9+ there is a one-day informal non-residential
entrance test in October or November for entry the
following September.

At ages 10+, 11+ and 12+ (if places are still available) a
three-day residential test with two overnight stays takes
place in January; it follows the same lines as the 13+ entry
test to Bedales, described below.

We do not offer places until candidates have been tested.
If you miss the due date, we can arrange a non-residential
test later, but we cannot guarantee that places will still

be available.

Candidates who are overseas at the time of the test may sit
their written papers in their country of residence, but we
still insist that they come to Bedales for interviews before we
will offer them a place.

Bedales

At age 13+ residential entrance tests for external candidates
take place in January for admission in September of that year.

We do not offer places until candidates have been tested.
If you miss the January dates, we can arrange a non-
residential test later, but we cannot guarantee that places
will still be available.

The January tests last for two days with a two-night stay,
as described below.

Candidates who are overseas at the time of the January tests
may sit their written papers in their country of residence,
but we still insist that they come to Bedales for interviews
before we will offer them a place.

Dunhurst pupils seeking admission to Bedales at 13+ attend
an assessment day in the November of the year before entry.
They sit papers in Mathematics, English and Reasoning
Aptitude and are interviewed by a senior member of staff.
Each pupil’s application is supported by reports from their
Tutor and the Head of Dunhurst.

The great majority of pupils progress successfully to
Bedales from Dunhurst.

At sixth-form level there are vacancies each September
for A-level students. Selection is based on one-day
individual interviews during the November of the year
before entry; in February of the year of entry; or at other
times by arrangement.

We would normally require a minimum number of points at
GCSE (currently 50, taking A* as 8, A as 7, and so on, based
on a nine-subject programme), with grades A or B in the
subjects chosen for AS level study, but we are interested in
candidates with both academic ability and other special gifts.

11+ and 13+ entrance tests

We look for intellectual cap