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From small things, 
great things grow
From fishing to country walks, gardening to chess, judo to 
jewellery-making, pottery to rugby – our activities programme is vast.  
Surprising talents are often unearthed by the children themselves 
and by our supervising staff.



Students were inspired by images of Margaret
Dodd’s quirky car sculptures to produce 
slab-built creations that were bulging with life.
There was little intervention by the teacher; 
the students were invited to use their new 
technical knowledge and to fire it with their 
own imagination.

The pottery studio is open long hours, so students 
can develop their craft when they choose. Pottery 
is one of our many after-school optional activities 
and also forms part of the curriculum.

Choosing an activity because it sounds
interesting, or because a friend persuades 
you to ‘have a go’, is often just a beginning. 
It’s a seed that we nurture with enthusiasm 
and encouragement, to give it the best 
chance of developing into an all-consuming, 
lifelong passion.

“One hour feels like one second    
  when you’re in the pottery.” Rachel



We provide a home from home
The child’s voice plays a major role in the school. Our staff and students enjoy 
an unusually supportive relationship that is built on mutual respect. We pay great
attention to each individual’s needs and aspirations. Our community is made
up of individuals who can and do work as a team precisely because their
individuality is given room to develop both inside and outside the school.



At the age of 11 a selected group of 
volunteers is involved in Dunhurst’s 
Peer Listening programme. They are 
trained to act as listeners and counsellors 
for their friends. If a child has a problem,
there is always someone to talk to; so they 
needn’t feel intimidated by a grown-up. 
Qualified staff oversee the team, but the 
system is run by the children for the children.

We provide stability and continuity at this
time of intense emotional development.
We recognise that the balance between
a carefree childhood and the responsibilities 
that come with growing up can be a difficult 
one to achieve. Each child belongs to a 
small and supportive group of pupils who 
are guided and cared for by a staff tutor 
in a cosy environment.

We understand that boarding may be 
rather daunting at first. This is why at 
Dunhurst we offer flexi-boarding. Pupils 
can opt for however many nights they like –   
so it becomes more like a sleepover 
with friends. On some nights there may 
be forays to the beach with fish and chips 
to follow, at other times karaoke evenings 
and theatre trips.



Confidence grows as the children grow, and 
with it their desire to question and discuss. 
Our distinctive approach to learning helps 
children excel academically.

We teach by creating curiosity 
and setting challenges



Children at Dunhurst are encouraged
to find their own voice in every aspect 
of school life. 

Presenting their own scientific research 
on how plants and animals adapt to 
their environment, the children field 
testing but courteous questions from 
their peers. The lab becomes a relaxed 
forum for inquisitive minds to develop 
analytical thinking: assumptions 
are tested, assertions discussed, 
conclusions drawn – both collectively 
and individually.

“The shared experiences bring  
  everybody closer together.” Penny Watkins
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“We grow free-range children.” Katie Potter
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Children are most receptive to learn
when they are happy. Dunannie’s
activities are always designed to be fun
so that information is received with rapt
expressions, lapped up unconsciously
amidst excitement and curiosity.

“What happens to noodles when 
  we put them in hot water?”

“They go squishy!” Lucien

 

We want children to take 
delight in exploring the 
new and unknown



Using taste, touch and smell, for example, we teach the children
about different cultures. Here, Chinese vegetables are discussed,
touched, smelled and chopped before being thrown into a wok 
and sprinkled with soy sauce. Investigations then follow into 
how wide mouths can open and how well the two-hands-on-one-
chopstick approach works!



third pre prep case study

double page spread photo - 
interactive and closely involved 
to introduce the project - colourful 
and energetic.

School trips are frequent as we want to inspire the children
to learn through first-hand experiences. Just as discovering
something exciting in a pond may produce a future scientist,
climbing aboard HMS Victory as a member of Lord Nelson’s 
crew may spark a love of history.

We believe that to learn 
the lesson, you should live it



In acting out the lives of those
who served on Nelson’s flagship,
staying in role throughout the day
and returning to school to write
letters the sailors could have
sent home, the past is brought to
life. The cracks and creaks of the
ship, hammocks, barrels of rum
and stories of powder monkeys
provide a real sense of the era
that no book can match.

“I liked seeing the ship
  because I knew that
  Nelson and all his sailors
  had actually been there.”Toria



Appreciation of the beautiful

“It’s nice to hear other instruments 
  being played in the orchestra.’’ Cecily



Music is a living and effective life 
force within the school, nurtured 
by our many specialist music staff.

As well as instrumental lessons, 
opportunities for developing
musical talents include the whole-
school choir and the orchestra. 

All Year 2 and 3 children play in 
the orchestra either as individual 
instrumentalists or as percussionists.

Music is the heartbeat 
of Dunannie
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Design, concept and production by Picador Design Consultants, Bristol.
Photos by Alistair Hood, words by Melissa Kidd, print by Kingsdown. 

Orchard Building photograph by Dennis Gilbert

Photography on HMS Victory by kind permission 
of the Commanding Officer of HMS Victory.

Thanks to Richard Coles and to Owen’s Cycles.

Stock: Sovereign Silk – produced from Elemental Chlorine Free 
bleached pulp (ECF) sourced from sustainable managed forests.
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