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Dear Parents,

A warm greeting from Dunannie and Dunhurst and a special 
welcome to all families starting in September. With summer 
holidays drawing to a close, we are ready to share with you 
information regarding your children’s return to school and 
introduce some ‘normality’ back into our lives. Everyone’s 
lockdown experience will have been different. I have heard it 
likened to us all being in the same storm, but in different boats. 

During online learning at both Dunannie and Dunhurst, we spoke 
to the children lots about the metaphor of a butterfly. A butterfly 
develops in a cocoon and eventually, when the time is right, they 
open their wings and emerge feeling strong and ready for the 
world. The cocoon has expired and now your wings are ready!

This year will look and feel very different, but at the same 
time, every effort has been made to make sure the unique 
Bedales ethos is at the core of all we do. The senior teams at 
both Dunannie and Dunhurst have given a huge amount of 
planning and preparation time over the summer holidays to 
ensure that we are in the best position to start school life again, 
with all the learning opportunities and activities that occur 
whilst at the same time making sure we will be as COVID-safe as 
possible. We are closely following all the government guidance 
from the Department for Education and have adopted the 
Boarding Schools’ Association COVID-safe charter. We also 
have our own very well-qualified medical and health and safety 
experts supporting our teaching and pastoral teams. 

Additional health and safety measures such as age-
appropriate wearing of masks, social distancing, contact tracing 
and testing, are embedded in our plans so that the risk of 
contracting COVID on the Bedales estate is minimised. Whilst 
we cannot eliminate the risk entirely, we can mitigate it and 
that’s been at the heart of our work since the outbreak began, 
and particularly as we plan for the much-anticipated re-opening. 

Keeping the school free of COVID will require a community-
wide commitment – or as our co-founder John Badley elegantly 
put it: the ‘Work of Each for Weal of All’. With the whole school 
community - children, parents and staff - playing their part, our 
chances for a successful school year will increase dramatically. 
We are hopeful that the protocols put in place will help us to 
avoid the same outcome that impacted all UK schools last term 
- school closure - and a return to remote leaning. 

The planning behind opening for the Autumn term is 

thorough, but of course it will not be fully operational until 
children arrive. Even then, we will all need to be prepared to 
adapt as conditions change. Please take some time to read and 
digest this plan, and do let us know your questions or concerns 
if you have them. I am very aware the document below is a 
lot to take in and may sound unfriendly. This is definitely not 
my intention. Dunhurst and Dunannie staff teams are, as ever, 
passionate and committed to everyone’s wellbeing and mental 
health; pupils, parents and staff alike. Being able to open the 
doors on 3 September has always been my goal, but for this to 
happen smoothly, we must adhere to what is set out here. It is 
vital for our children to be back in school where they belong 
and the classrooms filled with laughter and fun once more. 
Thank you for your understanding and commitment to this. My 
team and I are very optimistic about the coming year. 

I wish everyone a fantastic term. Be kind to yourself and those 
around you.

Colin Baty
Head of Dunhurst
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End of Holiday Quiet Period
For the week prior to arriving at the schools, we strongly 
recommend that children and their families greatly limit travel 
and face-to-face contact with people outside the household.  
This precaution will reduce the risk of contracting and then 
inadvertently bringing the virus to school.

Travel Quarantine
All Bedales pupils across the three schools are expected to abide 
by the UK Government’s quarantine regulations. For the latest 
on these guidelines, please visit https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-
control. If your child is coming from a high-risk country, they are 
required by law to observe a 14-day quarantine. This quarantine 
period needs to take place at home, and not at school.

Arrival Dates and Times
Children are expected to arrive at school according to the 
published dates on the calendar. The Autumn term starts on 
Thursday 3 September. 

Current Dunhurst boarders should arrive no earlier than 6.00pm 
on Wednesday 2 September. For new boarders, the Registrar will 
be sending a scheduled appointment to drop off your child. 

There has been some correspondence for the Early Years at 
Dunannie in the Nursery and Reception. Please make note of these 
separate arrangements in the letter sent out to those families. 

Before You Get Here
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We are making changes to how we organise the schools.  This 
is to enable the children to access the fantastic experience the 
school offers, whilst remaining safe. 

Traffic Light System
We are adopting a traffic light system that reflects the relative 
level of risk we face across both Dunannie, Dunhurst and 
Bedales as a whole. We begin the term on amber; when the 
local, regional or national picture improves, we can change to 
green, and relax some of our protocols. In order to keep the 
school community safe, we may need to move to red and 
tighten current restrictions. We will continue to keep you 
informed throughout.

Enhanced cleaning
Our domestic team have a detailed cleaning and disinfecting 
plan for the whole site and all spaces are being deep cleaned 
before the children’s arrival.  

Health precautions
All children will be given an age appropriate health and safety 
briefing during their first week in school to enforce key 
messages, such as good respiratory hygiene – “Catch it – Bin 
it – Kill it!” –handwashing routines for a minimum of 20 seconds 
and regular use of our hand sanitising stations. They will be 
continually guided and supported by all staff in both schools.

Campus Policy
Due to the age of their students and to reduce school exposure 
to the virus, the Senior School will begin the year as a closed 
campus. As such, once on site, boarding students will initially 
stay on the campus. Student travel and visitor access will be 

severely restricted until at least the first Long Leave, Thursday 
24 September. After this time, the school will assess of the 
situation and that of our surrounding region and re-examine the 
Travel and Visitor Policy as necessary.

At Dunannie and Dunhurst, due to the age of the children, we 
have a degree of flexibility and indeed children will be able to 
come and go as both boarders and day pupils. 

For boarders this will be kept under review.  They will operate in 
their normal wings, but with both Boys’ and Girls’ Wings forming 
one household.

Parents are not permitted to leave their cars at drop off and 
pick-up. If a parent requires a meeting on site at any time, a prior 
arrangement must be made. This must be recorded in the Office 
through Juliet at Dunhurst (jdewatteville@bedales.org.uk) and 
Rachel at Dunannie (dunannie@bedales.org,uk). This is so we can 
keep track of who has been in the school. A reminder fact sheet 
will also need to be sent from Juliet or Rachel to parents prior to 
the meeting so you, as parents, understand protocols that must 
be followed when on site at school, e.g. hand sanitising and face 
masks where social distancing of more than two metres is not 
possible. 

Weekends and Long Leave
Due to the age of the pupils at the Senior School the first two 
weekends of term will be closed, so boarders will remain at 
school.  At Dunhurst, boarders do not have to stay in, but if 
they wish to there will be provision of activities and events 
during this time. 

Keeping Safe
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Please bear with us during this process. Car park safety for the 
children is paramount.

Dunannie
On Thursday 3 September and Friday 4 September the drop-off 
window is 8.15 -9.00am.

Please arrive slightly later if you do not have older siblings to 
drop at Dunhurst.

From Monday 7 September, please arrive at school between 8.15 
and 8.30am. 

Dunhurst
Pupils will be dropped off at the normal time from 8.15am at the 
bottom of the steps in the designated drop-off area. To ensure 
car park safety, please drive to a staff member who will indicate 
for your child to exit your vehicle. There will be staff on hand 
to ensure safe delivery of your children and we will endeavour 
to keep this as normal as possible. Pupils will then proceed into 
school via the shortest route to the external entrance closest to 
their tutor base. 

If you have any relevant information which you feel would be 
helpful for your child’s tutor/teacher to be aware of, please 
email their class tutor/teacher in advance. The drop-off window 
will not be a place to pass this information on. 

The lockdown experience has been different for us all. If you 
feel sharing your child’s experience with their tutor/teacher 
would assist us in supporting them in their pastoral care, please 
also get in touch with tutors/teachers via email.  

Minibus service
The school minibus services will be running as per the school 
website: https://www.bedales.org.uk/parents/bus-service-routes  

It is important that any children using this service sanitise their 
hands prior to entering the minibus and after departing the 
vehicle. They will also have to wear a face mask throughout the 
journey to school.

Boarders
Children should not use public transport to get to school. 
Private transport should be used instead.

When dropping boarders off on Wednesday 2 September at 
6.00pm, current boarders should be dropped at the bottom of 
the steps, where a member of the team will meet them. 

When boarders arrive, they will need to do the following:
• Temperature check
• Health Screen
• Information about any prescribed medicines

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WCj9BqvGEk22c9iRjT-ojUPd5TOmNsJHsCn3loqnG9tUMU03NlpORjY2TTNQVTAwVjZFS1U1TkJEUi4u


Pastoral care
It is incredibly hard to gauge the impact of the COVID pandemic 
on our children’s mental health. 

What we do know is what we can see and hear and that paints a 
picture of children coping with the change in circumstances in a 
variety of different ways and to a varying degree of success. 
We were so grateful that we were able to offer the online learning 
platform last term which meant we were able to maintain the 
Dunannie/Dunhurst connection, routine and pastoral care of 
which we are so proud.  

The period of lockdown will have been so different for each 
household. This experience has been likened to a traumatic event 
and some of the emotions that the children are experiencing 
are those more associated with grief or loss. Loss of normality, 
social opportunities, face-to-face interaction, personal space and 
independence are all things that our children have had little or no 
control over during this period. 

As we turn our focus to the return to school in September, what 
will be key to ensure that the impact of our children’s mental 
health is managed effectively will be a sense of belonging, a dose 
of routine, and a feeling that they will be listened to. Of course, 
academic studies will happen, but everyone’s emotional health 
will, as always, be our priority. 

There are a number of ways we can help the children to re-
integrate with school in September:

Routines
After any long holiday, routines slip, which of course is the 
point of a holiday. Having had almost six months away from 
our school routine, this is important in creating stability in our 
community. At the start of term, settling back into a routine 
will help to maintain a sense of unity and normality. Completing 
tasks at the same time as others gives a sense of community 
and shared experience. However, remembering and slotting into 
new routines takes time and patience.

At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Enjoy online assemblies and time spent together in our pods 
• Allow children to access their normal timetables and routines
• Take time to reconnect with routines and each other – 
rediscover a collective vision
• Be patient with each other

Make time to talk
Children are naturally inquisitive and, as a result of the past few 
months, they may have a host of questions and concerns that 
they would like addressed. Many of the questions and concerns 
may be the same and knowing that someone else shares your 
concern or has the same question as you builds empathy and 

strengthens relationships. All children will have had different 
experiences and different family circumstances and we will 
make the space and time to talk about it if they want to.

At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Allow children to ask questions either as an open discussion 
or anonymously
• Allow the children themselves to come up with the 
solutions, with support where needed
• Create spaces where the children can just ‘be’ and enjoy 
spending time with each other

Learning
The remote learning provision proved incredibly successful and 
the children themselves were hugely resilient in adapting so 
quickly to a different way of teaching and learning. Returning 
back to the routine of classroom-based teaching and learning 
will provide a comfort and a sense of familiarity to them. 
However, some children may have had other concerns 
dominating their lives over the past few months. They will need 
gentle re-introductions to this world to re-build confidence and 
social awareness.

At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Go slowly to begin with to allow the children to recalibrate
• Adopt some of the practices within remote learning to 
create a blend of teaching and learning platforms that the 
children are familiar with
• Start with a clean slate for all

Laughing
When we laugh together and share humour we become 
stronger as a unit. Laughter is something that connects people 
and is incredibly cathartic.

Day-to-Day Life at Dunannie and Dunhurst
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At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Provide opportunities for children to work and laugh 
together in and out of the classroom
• Find enjoyment in spending time with each other and focus 
on positive stories to come out of the lockdown period

Prioritise wellbeing
We already prioritise wellbeing in our curriculum and in day-to-day 
life at Dunannie/Dunhurst, but we will ensure that wellbeing activities 
continue to get the focus they deserve – more so now than ever. 

At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Encourage breathing exercises to relax and calm children.
• Encourage the children to reflect on their high five people
• Encourage regular brain breaks in between and during lessons 
to allow children to re-engage in their own time
• Encourage Dunannie/Dunhurst children to recognise, 
acknowledge and sit with their feelings
• Allow children to choose activities such as reading, mindful 
colouring, making music, drawing and yoga. We are open to 
other ways children may choose to relax too as what might 
work for one, might not work for another

Gratitude
We aim to keep encouraging pupils, staff and parents to focus 
on gratitude. 

At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Introduce a ‘thinking tree’ where thoughts, wishes, prayers can be 
said with a colourful ribbon tied onto a branch symbolising hope
• Encourage families to share their ‘three good things’ each 
day around the supper table

Self-esteem and self-efficacy
Continue to build confidence in our pupil’s own self-worth, abilities, 
self-respect, self-belief, behaviour and social environment. 

At Dunannie/Dunhurst we aim to:
• Empower pupils to confidently say ‘I am enough’

Please remember, this is a team effort and we are here to 
support not only all the children in our care but also you as 

parents. As we all know, it takes a village to raise a child, so 
please get in touch if you have any concerns. 

Behaviour around school
An addendum to the children’s Behaviour Policy has been 
published on the school website. Please take a moment to read 
this. Children will arrive at school from their homes (either from 
boarding wings or parental homes) and go about their day. 

Boarding Wings at Dunhurst
Both boarding wings will be one household. Flexi-boarding can 
still occur but will be allocated to a dorm with other flexi-
boarders; there can be no mixing of full/weekly boarders with 
flexi-boarders. Flexi-boarders will have a bed and this bed will 
not be utilised by any other person. This will mean allocation of 
flexi-boarding spaces will be limited.

Day children
The school will operate as distinct pods within the school hours:

• Dunannie 8.15am – 3.30pm 
• Dunhurst 8.15am – 4.10pm (Groups), 8.15am – 5.30pm (Blocks)

Dunannie
• Pod 1 - Nursery
• Pod 2 - Reception and Year 1
• Pod 3 - Years 2 and 3

Dunhurst
• Pod 1 – Groups 1 and 2
• Pod 2 – Group 3
• Pod 3 – Block 1
• Pod 4 – Block 2

These pods will be self-contained for all break times and for 
lunch. Within each pod, pupils are allowed to socially interact 
with each other within school hours.

International pupil concerns
If new arrangements or global travel restrictions cause problems 
for international pupils, please let us know as soon as possible. 
Where necessary, we will be able to look after international 
pupils at school during Long Leave weekends.  

https://www.bedales.org.uk/our-school/bedales-prep-dunhurst/overview/policies
https://www.bedales.org.uk/our-school/bedales-prep-dunhurst/overview/policies
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Activities and after-school clubs
Government advice allows schools to provide wrap-around care 
for children not within the same pod. 

Dunannie
A reduced mixture of activity clubs and after school care 
(Swallow Club) will be available for children in Reception, Years 1, 
2 and 3. All clubs including Swallow Club will have a maximum of 
15 spaces, therefore it is essential that you book your place with 
the school office in advance. Swallow Club will run until 4.30pm 
and Supper Club until 5.25pm - as usual there will be a small 
charge for this service. The collection point will be the covered 
archway in the car park.  It is essential that children are collected 
on time. For the time being, Nursery children must be collected 
at the end of the school day (3.30pm).

Early Birds Club, 7.45am – 8.15am
Dunannie children can be booked into Early Birds Club by 
contacting the School Office - dunannie@bedales.org.uk.

Dunhurst
We are defining our after-school activities programme as wrap-
around care, which means pupils can attend activities regardless of 
pods. However, these must stay consistent throughout the course 
of the term with the same children bound to the same activity.

Extra-curricular
We will be delivering the full programme of Dance, Drama, 
Music and Sport. We need to be mindful in following the 
guidance from the respective bodies who govern these areas. 
The delivery of each will be different, and children will have to 
listen closely to the instructions and changes for each activity.

Counselling service
There will be counselling in school, but this will operate in a 
slightly different format to normal. If children would like to 
use the counselling service, face-to-face appointments will be 
limited to 15 minutes, but Jenny, the counsellor, is aware this may 
not be sufficient and will be able to offer alternative options 
which respect social distancing rules. If you would like your child 
to see the counsellor, do not hesitate to speak to your child’s 
class teacher/tutor who will then discuss your request with the 
Deputy Head at Dunannie or Deputy Head Pastoral at Dunhurst.

Equipment
All pupils will need:

• A named coat, waterproofs and wellington boots
• A named water bottle
• A named hat and a named bottle of sun protection cream, if 
necessary

Within Dunhurst, children should have a bag at school to carry 
their belongings for the day. Each Groups’ class base will have 
their tray which they can utilise but they need to be mindful 
not to bring too much into school. It is important that children 
do not leave belongings around the site and do not rely on 
items being shared (e.g. kit, pens, calculators, textbooks, etc.). 
At Dunhurst, Blocks will not be using their lockers and will be 
expected to carry books from home in a school bag as they 
need them each day. 

For sport and PE in both schools we ask that children come 
to school in their PE kit on days when they have sport. They 
will need to keep spare clothes in school should they need to 
change due to wet weather. Anyone in a Wednesday internal 
fixture at Dunhurst needs to come to school in their PE kit. 

Jaw and assemblies
Assemblies will be broadcast on Microsoft Teams and watched 
within smaller groups - although some pods will attend a live 
assembly - this will be done on a rota basis.  Jaw at Dunhurst will 
take place on Fridays between 3.40pm and 4.30pm and children 
will watch in their classes and tutor groups. 

Library
Children will have access to the library and there will be a disinfecting 
regime. Books taken out and then returned will be kept securely for 
72 hours before being made available again. Unfortunately, browsing 
of books will be limited to reduce touch points.

Mealtimes and snacks
Pupils will need to serve and dine within their respective pods. 
This means timings for lunch are slightly staggered and locations 
are split as follows:

Dunannie
• Pod 1 (Nursery) - 11.45am-12.10pm (Hall)
• Pod 2 (Reception/Year 1) - 11.45am-12.10pm (JB’s)
• Pod 3 (Year 2/Year 3) - 12.00pm-12.20pm (JB’s)

Dunhurst
• Pod 1 (Group 1/2) - 12.45pm – 1.05pm (JB’s)
• Pod 2 (Group 3) - 12.55pm- 1.15pm (Hall)
• Pod 3 (Block 1) - 1.15pm-1.35pm (JB’s)
• Pod 4 (Block 2) - 1.25pm-1.45pm (Hall)

There is a maximum of five children per table. JB’s and the Hall
will be disinfected between servings. The Hall will set up like
another dining room. 

Pupils will remain within their pods for break times. For morning 
and lunchtime breaks each pod will be allocated a different 
location for each day on a rota basis. 

For afternoon breaks at Dunhurst, snack will be provided to the 
area they are allocated to play. Block 1 will have their afternoon 
break and snack in their classrooms; Block 2 will have their break 
and snack in the Hall.
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At Dunannie, play times will be outside with each pod in their 
own designated area. The Nursery will use their own garden and 
the playground bikes.  The other two pods will use either the 
playground or the orchard on alternate weeks.  

Phones
Children should not have their phones at school during the 
school day. Boarders will leave them on wing and have allocated 
time period to access them each evening to call home. The 
School Office team can call home if a child needs something. 
Due to guidelines, we are unable to have the child speak to you 
over the phone but are happy to relay any message.

Trips
Planned residential trips, either domestic or international, have 
been cancelled and we have suspended all trips until half term. 
This includes playing sports fixtures against other schools. We 
very much look forward to a graded return to this as soon as the 
traffic light system indicates this is possible.

Wednesday afternoons at Dunhurst
There will be no visits to Petersfield or external community 
service this term. Pupils will have the following options on a 
Wednesday afternoon:

Groups
• Go home at 2.00pm
• Stay for Green until 2.45pm, then choose an activity or play 
in a fixture until 4.00pm

Blocks
• Go home at 2.00pm
• Play a fixture or choose an activity until 3.00pm, then attend 
a Green or choose another activity until 4.00pm
• At school community service

Collection from school
Dunannie
Children will be collected by the covered archway from 3.30pm. 
Pods will be in the orchard if dry (if wet, in classrooms) and staff 
will use walkie-talkies to call children forward and ensure they 
are delivered to their parents’ cars safely.

Dunhurst
For Groups’ collection at 4.10pm, pupils will remain in their pods. 
Pod 1 (G1/2) will go to the playground (dry) or Well (wet). Pod 2 
(G3) will go to the outside of Bees’ Barn (dry) or interior of Bees’ 
Barn (wet), and from here they will be called for by a member of 
SMT in the carpark via walkie-talkie, at which point they will be 
able to make their way to your car.

Blocks (5.30pm) will operate in the same way with Pod 3 (B1) on 
the Playground (dry) and Well (wet) and Pod 4 (B2) in the outside 
of Bees’ Barn (dry) or the interior of Bees’ Barn (wet).

For after-school activities and Swallow Club, children will be brought 
to the playground at Dunhurst or orchard for Dunannie. Staff will 
be on hand with walkie-talkies to ask a child to come down to the 
Dunannie archway or the bottom of the steps at Dunhurst ready 
to get into your waiting car. If wet, Dunannie will use the library and 
Dunhurst will use the Well and surrounding classrooms. 
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The timetables, rooming, and scheduling of events could change 
and the daily morning tutor class teacher time will be the 
opportunity for the children to check and be reminded of any 
changes and to ensure that the children have everything they 
need ready for class each day.  At Dunannie, little will change 
but there will be a greater emphasis on being outdoors in their 
classes to enjoy the 120 acre estate. Dunhurst will continue with 
studies and, as the curriculum leans to outside opportunities, 
this will continue.

Learning spaces
There will be changes to the ways we use the library, classrooms, 
laboratories, studios, workshops and performance spaces that will 
take into account the ways they are used by different groups.  

In general, we are working to minimise the amount of movement 
between lessons and to ensure that our children can enjoy as 
typical as possible learning experience. This will involve temporary 
changes to classes, rooms whilst we are at ‘Amber’ (see reference 
to the traffic light system on page 2) but will ensure that practical 
experiments, performances and creative work, physical activity 
and exercise, and collaborative or group work is facilitated from 
the start of term. All learning spaces will be accessed by external 
doors and getting from A to B for children may take a little longer 
than normal; this will be taken into account by the staff team 
who will be on hand to guide and support. 

Assessments, Reporting and Parents’ Evenings
Initially, Parents’ Welcomes and Evenings will be planned with 
Teams. Ongoing assessments will continue at both schools 
as normal. We will ensure this is done subtly and takes into 
account the lead-up to returning to school.

Distance Learning
Though we are hoping to run a school term on-site and in 
person, the school and children are now far better equipped 
to deal with the prospect of remote learning should another 
lockdown occur, or in the event that a pod of pupils needs to 
isolate. In this instance we would use a similar model to the 
Summer term 2020; children will be taught live and online using 
Microsoft Teams. We will not be issuing an alternative timetable 
in this instance, children will follow their ‘normal’ timetable as 
close as is possible. More information will follow on the subtle 
differences children will experience if this was to occur.

In the event that an individual pupil needs to isolate or is unable 
to come into school we would not be able to run remote 
learning and live teaching concurrently. Pupils at home will be 
supported through Teams with resources and access to teachers 
for help, but they will not be able to attend live lessons. We will 
continue to develop this through the early part of this term to 
make as much online support available as may be needed and 
keep you informed.

Learning Support
Consideration has been given as to the best setting for the 
teacher and the child. In particular, the size of room in order to 
maintain social distancing. Teachers may wear visors or face masks 
and may use plastic screens to ensure that both lesson lengths 
and social distancing guidelines are maintained. 

Music
Choirs
The Government has advised that there can be no singing in 
groups of more than 15 children in one space at any time. As 
such, timetabled choir times will be spent in year group pods 
and the children will be using this time to do body percussion/
sight reading/music appreciation activities. These will be fun 
and Mea and Ben and other staff are looking forward to keeping 
group music making alive and, literally, kicking! Smaller singing 
choirs will be formed from year group pods where possible.

Ensembles
These again will need to be conducted in Pods and there will 
be staffing to ensure group music-making on instruments will 
happen. We will continue with video performances as the ‘new 
normal’. Good hand hygiene and wiping touch points controls 
the risk for shared instruments, i.e. school drums or ukuleles.

Curriculum Music Lessons
These will be held in rooms of an appropriate size to maintain 
social distancing of two metres. Peripatetic staff will be wearing 
visors and possibly face masks or use plastic screens. The 
direction of singing and playing wind and brass instruments will 
be something our staff will be aware of - singing and playing 
demonstrations will need to be directed away from the children. 
Children may also be asked to blow or sing away from their 
teacher. Our teachers will still be able to teach effectively and, 
of course, ensure that the lessons will be fun and creative!

Music practice - MRS
Children will be allocated a pod-specific room which will be 
wiped down after use. Doors will be kept open where possible. 
Help will be given by our MRS supervisor and two metre social 
distancing will be maintained.

Visiting Music Teachers (VMTs)
VMTs will be required to:

• Wear a visor
• Use a face mask where possible
• Use a screen where appropriate
• Direct any wind, brass or singing away from children
• Maintain a two metre social distance
• Spray and wipe down keyboards with disinfectant between pupils
• Only use the room allocated to them

The Curriculum at Dunannie and Dunhurst



Preparation for opening of school in COVID 
situation
The aim of the protocols will be to create a structure whereby, 
if cases of COVID are confirmed, we can close segregated 
sections of the school to minimise disruption to learning and 
to reduce the spread of infection. Everything will be done to 
minimise the risk of infection as far as we are able within the 
fast-changing circumstances and the parameters a day school 
(Dunannie) and a mixed boarding and day school (Dunhurst) 
allow. It is essential to emphasise that to do this, all staff, 
children and parents/guardians need to adhere to these agreed 
principles to keep the school community safe. 

Minimising initial risk
Returning boarders and day children need to be able to confirm 
the following:

• Absence of symptoms on arrival
• Absence of any symptoms over the past 10 days
• Absence of any symptoms in the household over the past 14 days

A health information screening form is found on this link to 
complete and return before your child returns to school.

For what constitutes COVID symptoms, we are following the 
Public Health England (PHE) guidance of:

• A new continuous cough
• A temperature above 37.8°C
• A loss of normal sense of taste or smell

Anyone who cannot confirm that they are asymptomatic or 
with a temperature of 37.5°C or over will be asked to return 
home, so we ask parents/guardians to ensure their child is in 
good health before their return to school.

The decision to make the temperature cut-off 37.5°C or above is 
as a safety net as this may indicate mild infection or early onset 
of new infection. In this case the child should be monitored 
further at home. The level of 37.8°C is the temperature criteria 
for Public Health England testing.

At this stage we will ask parents of Day children to exercise daily 
vigilance of the above symptoms. We are not currently planning 
on doing daily temperature checks after their initial return.

Management of symptoms in school
Please see the diagram at the end of this document to show 
the management plan for children with COVID symptoms. It is 
worth a reminder about the usual illnesses present this term. 
There will be a lot of illness that will not be related to COVID. 
What we aim to put in place is a system whereby seemingly 
‘well’ children with suspicious symptoms are not sent home 
unnecessarily, as this adds to the risk of introducing new 
infection on their return.

For boarders, Public Health England have informed us of an 
expected 48-hour testing turnaround time, so we propose to 
hold these ‘well’ children with minor symptoms whilst we get 
them tested and manage their symptoms. The test result will 
inform the decision made for the child tested, and whether 
any further action is required for those children who had been 

in contact with the tested child. Any child with symptoms of 
fever will be required to remain in isolation until the fever has 
been absent for three days. Any child with a new and persistent 
cough or loss of taste or smell will be required to isolate for 10 
days from the onset of symptoms.

Likewise, for each symptomatic child there will be a group of 
close contacts who will also need to be held in isolation until 
the test result of the symptomatic child is received. 

We do not have the capacity to safely hold large numbers of 
boarding children in isolation areas, so any child with a positive 
test, and the contacts of any confirmed COVID test, will be sent 
home for the remainder of their isolation period. This will be 
10 days from the onset of symptoms or until absence of fever 
for three days for the symptomatic person, and 14 days since 
the last day of contact for the ‘contact group’. Obviously, if 
members of the contact group develop symptoms in this time 
they must be tested and follow the necessary isolation rule. 
We ask parents to be understanding that we will do our best 
to manage those that need to be held in isolation, but this will 
depend on numbers relative to our capacity and if parents/
guardians are unable to have their child home we can discuss on 
a case by case basis.

Day children will also be sent home if they have symptoms and 
their parent/guardians asked to arrange a test from home.

Face masks
Dunannie children and Groups at Dunhurst are not expected 
to wear masks due to age, Government advice is that younger 
children are likely to fiddle or touch their mask and therefore 
negate its efficacy. Pupils are welcome to bring in a mask 
and wear them if they are able to abide by hygienic mask 
procedures, but they are not going to be prompted to wear a 
mask during the school day. 

Block 1 and 2
We will not be asking children to wear masks in school, again 
government advice is clear that children do not have to. 
However, we will encourage, but not enforce, Blocks children 

Health Protocols
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to wear masks as they commute between lessons as this will be 
the occasions in the day where social distancing is most difficult. 
Children are always welcome to wear them at their own 
discretion. Blocks children will all require three masks in school 
for this purpose, and to reduce the risk of the transmission of 
infection they will be encouraged to wear them in places where 
we can’t guarantee social distancing.  In essence, this would 
include during lesson changeovers, moving along corridors, and 
coming in and out of buildings where the entrance and exit are 
potential bottle-necks. 

We currently expect these to be used in certain situations:
• If the child has an appointment and is required to take a taxi 
or public transport
• For GP or hospital appointments
• If they have symptoms of minor illness that do not meet 
COVID testing criteria

Children will be instructed on how to safely remove, dispose 
or wash their masks. Disposable masks are not an acceptable 
option as these can be discarded carelessly and add to 
contamination risk.

GP service for boarders
We are looking at ways to keep the Health Centre a safe place for 

medical triage and treatment. This currently includes discussion with 
ICT for possible webcam consultations with the nurses for those who 
may present for routine health care issues and questions.

As a rule, we will aim to keep all consultations to less than 15 
minutes. This is to protect our nurses from infection and from 
unnecessary isolation given the track and trace cut off for 
contacts going into isolation is contact over 15 minutes. We realise 
this will impact on children who use us for mental health support 
and are looking at other spaces they can use for a ‘time out’.

We will inform all children of our procedures on their return and 
hope to be able to offer as close to our usual range of services 
as possible. 

General
We are looking at ways to keep the Matrons’ surgery a safe 
place for medical triage and treatment. 

As a rule, we will aim to keep all consultations to less than 15 
minutes. This is to protect our Matrons from infection and 
from unnecessary isolation given the track and trace cut off for 
contacts going into isolation is contact over 15 minutes. We realise 
this will impact on children who use us for mental health support 
and are looking at other spaces they can use for a ‘time out’.
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