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Bedales Petersfield 
Live Events
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 Eve Allin 
Events Programme Co-ordinator  
Bedales Events 
hello@bedales.org.uk | @BedalesEvents

After nearly 18 months of the live arts sector being closed for business, we are  
jubilant at the prospect of bringing events back to Bedales. We are positive you will 
enjoy this season as much as we enjoyed creating it. Starting off with an old favourite, 
Hackney Colliery Band are ready to raise the roof with their foot-stomping covers and 
original music. Later in September, the HandleBards are cycling over to us, set and 
costume slung over their shoulders: bring your picnic blankets for their all-female, 
outdoor version of Macbeth. Red Fox Theatre bring the warmth of a traditional pub 
theatre to the Lupton Hall, combining music and puppetry with captivating  
storytelling. The best and brightest in the country join us for talks and lectures 
including furniture maker and industrial designer Sebastian Bergne, AI expert  
and co-founder of CognitionX Tabitha Goldstaub (OB) and inspirational  
headteacher Tony Hartney CBE. 

Families and young audiences are treated to a choose-your-own adventure  
spectacular from friends of Bedales, Quick Duck Theatre. If it is comedy that piques 
your interest, but you are looking for an evening out after so many evenings in; The 
Noise Next Door are back again to entertain, enthrall and surprise. As the nights draw 
in, Phosphoros Theatre arrive to ignite our hearts and minds – ‘All the beds I have 
slept in’ is an insightful and stirring piece of theatre made by lived experience refugee 
performers. Cecilia Knapp, Poet Laureate for London, returns to Bedales in November 
to spend an evening reading poetry, answering questions and teaching students. 
Benny Wenda joins us for the annual Global Awareness Lecture – this talk has been 
an opportunity delayed and we are very lucky to have Benny joining us in December. 
Woven in between all these brilliant visiting artists is our renowned Home Grown  
work – two school shows, two contemporary music events, four classical concerts,  
and two Theatre Studies exam pieces. These are performances created and staged  
at the heart of Bedales by the wonderful students that study here.

After the summer break, we are bringing 
the sunshine inside with this new season 
packed full of events. Let’s celebrate our 
collective love of the arts: come and watch 
comedy, music, theatre, and poetry right 
on your doorstep. 



3

bedalesevents.co.uk (no transaction fee) 
Click on the event of your choosing. Your tickets are sent directly to mobiles  
or email addresses. From here the attachment can easily be downloaded,  
or printed at home, ready for your visit. 

0333 666 3366 
(Mon-Fri 09:00-19:00, Sat 09:00-17:00 transaction fee applies) 
Order one ticket for one event or multiple tickets for multiple events to pay  
a flat fee of £1.50 that covers the cost of printing the tickets and sending them 
to your home address, time permitting. Printing service is on request.

Tickets cannot be refunded or exchanged once purchased. 

Please switch off your mobile phones and recording equipment before  
entering Bedales Olivier Theatre and related venues for our shows.

Ja
ck

 O
ffo

rd

Follow the Bedales bee at the bottom  
of each event to find out exactly why  
they’ve been programmed for you.

Booking
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At the top of their game and ready for a raucous 
return, Hackney Colliery Band are kicking off the 
Autumn with a bang and a blast.

Fri 03 Sep, 19.30–21.00 
Theatre (£17/15)

Hackney  
Colliery Band

hackneycollieryband.co.uk
   hackneycolliery

MUSIC

 “One of the greatest  
live bands we have  
in this country” 
 BBC Radio 2

Hackney Colliery Band have only  
become better and we are delighted to 
welcome them back to Bedales as live 
events return to what they once were. 

This East London collective have blown 
their way into the public consciousness 
with their genre-bending combination  
of brass, reeds, percussion and electronics, 
firmly establishing themselves as one of 
the most exciting live bands in the UK. 
Last at Bedales in 2017, this talented group 
brought audiences to their feet. We were 
clapping, stomping and dancing along  
to the larger-than-life energy the band 
brought to the theatre.

From playing a 45-minute set at the 
Closing Ceremony of the London 2012 
Olympics and sets at the MOBO, Brit  
and Mercury Awards to live sessions  
on BBC Two, BBC Radio 2, Jazz FM  
and worldwide airplay from many  
more, from collaborations with the  
likes of Amy Winehouse and Madness  
to selling out venues across London 
including KOKO and The Forum,  
to a European tour, Hackney Colliery  
Band have not stopped.
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http://www.hackneycollieryband.co.uk
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Macbeth
DRAMA

The HandleBards

Pedalling from venue to venue with  
all of their set, props and costumes on  
the back of their bikes, the HandleBards  
are a four-strong troupe of actors who  
are spending the summer bringing 
environmentally sustainable  
Shakespeare to venues across the UK.

Join the all-female troupe at Bedales  
for a bicycle-powered production of 
Shakespeare’s classic. Forget the tears  
and tragedy - this is a frantic, delirious, 
full-of-beans show like you’ve never  
seen before.

This is an outdoor production, so please 
bring blankets and spare chairs to sit on  
if you’d like them, a picnic to dig into  
and dress for the weather! Macbeth will 
take place in the amphitheatre behind  
the Sotherington Barn in Outdoor Work.  
If you are not sure where to go, head to  
the theatre and one of our stewards will 
point you in the right direction.

handlebards.com
   handlebards

The HandleBards are a wonderfully inventive 
company, cycling to their touring destinations with 
their whole show in tow. This work goes right to the 
heart of Bedalian innovation, love for the outdoors 
and passion for arts.
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Thu 16 Sep, 19.00–20.45 
Sotherington Barn 
Amphitheatre (£16/14)

 “Explodes with energy  
and is a genuine treat 
from start to finish” 
 The Stage, on the  
HandleBards’ Twelfth Night
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Weaving together music and theatre, Red Fox Theatre 
is a company that connects wholeheartedly with the 
Bedales ethos. Created especially for alternative 
spaces, we cannot wait to see ‘Catch of the Day’  
light up the walls of the Lupton Hall.

Catch of the Day

 “An hour’s worth  
of crazy musical 
enjoyment” 
Everything Theatre

Ireland, 1966.  
An ordinary skipper sails into Dingle  
Bay with a very unusual catch… 

What follows is a ridiculous series  
of events involving Eamon De Valera, 
Queen Elizabeth, and a whole bunch  
of nuns. An almost unbelievable true  
story, ‘Catch of the Day’ is “side-splittingly 
funny” (The Irish Post) a mash-up of  
live music, comedy and theatre that  
makes one craic-ing night out. 

Following an award-nominated run at 
Edinburgh Fringe, critically acclaimed 
shows in London and Oxford, and its  
sell-out Irish tour, Catch of the Day  
visits Petersfield for the first time.  
One fish can make a big splash.

Fri 01 Oct, 19.30–21.00 
Lupton Hall (£14/12) 
Age guide 12+

DRAMA

Red Fox Theatre

redfoxtheatre.co.uk
   RedFoxTheatre
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http://www.hackneycollieryband.co.uk
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TALKS

British Industrial designer Sebastian 
Bergne (OB) is renowned for making 
everyday objects special with his  
essential and human approach  
to design. 

Having graduated from the Royal  
College of Art in 1990, he founded his 
studio in the same year. His achievements 
have since been widely recognised with 
international design awards, frequent 
publications, exhibitions and inclusion  
in museum collections such as The 
Museum of Modern Art (New York)  
and the Design Museum (London).  
His wealth of experience makes him 
sought after as a curator, lecturer and 
commentator on design.

Join us in conversation with Sebastian  
as we explore what constitutes good  
design and the role design plays  
within society.

Invited by our Design department, Sebastian 
Bergne is a noteworthy addition to this years’ 
programme; a must attend for all budding 
designers or those interested in how to be  
an agent of change.

sebastianbergne.com
   SebastianBergne

Tue 05 Oct, 19.30–20.30 
Lupton Hall (Free)

Sebastian Bergne
in Conversation
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We revelled in the wit and charm of the Noise Next 
Door boys back in Spring 2019 and we are delighted 
to welcome them back to light up another cold  
winter evening.

thenoisenextdoor.co.uk 
 NoiseNextDoor
 NoiseNextDoor
 NoiseNextDoorVideos

The quickest wits in comedy are  
charging into their sixth national  
tour with a spectacular new show  
that will trample your expectations.

The charismatic quartet has always 
astonished with their ability to spin 
audience suggestions into comedy gold, 
but for this show they’re putting you,  
the audience, in charge in brilliant  
and bombastic new ways.

Join comedy’s unstoppable force  
for an evening like no other... 

Hilarious scenes! Mind-blowing  
songs! Finely tuned anarchy!

The Noise Next Door are twelve times 
sell-out veterans of The Edinburgh  
Fringe and have appeared on BBC One, 
ITV1, BBC Three and BBC Radio 4. They 
have also appeared alongside the likes  
of Michael McIntyre, Katherine Ryan, 
Romesh Ranganathan and Harry Hill.

COMEDY

Thu 04 Nov, 19.30–21.15 
Theatre (£14/12) 
Age guide 14+

In Charge
The Noise Next Door

 “Comedy gold... 
Staggeringly well 
executed.”
 Guardian



9

Quick Duck Theatre presented ‘Yours Sincerely’ 
during our online season last year, and we all loved  
it so much we invited them back with their new 
family show. We are one of the premier destinations 
for Quick Duck’s new show, and they need you  
to join in the adventure!

Fashion Spies

Picture the scene: Fashion Week. 
Deception and divas, catwalk crooks  
and YOU busting the case wide open. 

Mighty Boosh meets Devil Wears Prada  
in this fabulous and surreal choose-your-
own-adventure comedy. The stakes  
and the shoulder pads have never  
been higher... 

Created by New Diorama Theatre 
Emerging Company & Winners of Best 
Ensemble at the National Student  
Drama Festival, Quick Duck Theatre.

Sat 06 Nov, 14.30–15.30 
Theatre (£12/10)  
(Family of 4 – £35) 
Age guide 7+

FAMILY

Quick Duck Theatre

 “Magnificent”
 The Sunday Times

 “One of the funniest  
shows of the Fringe”
 Broadway Baby

 QuickDuckTheatre
 Quick_Duck_
 QuickDuckTheatre
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Tue 09 Nov, 19.30–20.30 
Theatre (Free)

Tabitha Goldstaub is one of our brilliant Old 
Bedalian speakers. It is always inspiring for current 
students and interested audience members to hear 
success stories from OBs.

Tabitha  
Goldstaub

Tabitha is the co founder of CogX,  
a festival and online platform that 
enables thousands of thought leaders  
to host their own public or private live 
video sessions and build interactive 
meaningful conversations with  
their audience.

Alongside CogX, Tabitha is the chair  
of the UK government’s AI Council  
and a member of the TechUK board.  
A serial entrepreneur, Tabitha was the 
co-founder of video distribution 
company Rightster (IPO 2011.) Tabitha  
is the Author of ‘How to Talk To Robots, 
a Girls’ Guide to a Future Dominated by 
AI’. She’s also a co-founder of Future Girl 
Corp and is an advisor to TeensInAI.

TALKS

 tabithagold
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Phosphoros Theatre are a dynamic, sizzling ensemble 
creating work about real experiences, performed by 
the people who lived through them. This is a deeply 
resonant production that connects with the values  
at the heart of Bedales.
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All the beds I have slept in

Fri 12 Nov, 19.30–21.00 
Theatre (£16/14)  
Age guide 12+

DRAMA

Phosphoros Theatre

phosphorostheatre.com 
 PhosphorosTheatre
 WeArePhosphoros 
 PhosphorosTheatre

 “This is a resilient,  
defiant and utterly  
real reclamation of  
voices by a group so  
often ignored”
 The Skinny AAAAA

 “A show in which  
the lived experience  
of the performers  
shines through”
 Broadway Baby AAAA

All the beds I have slept in. And not 
slept in. Waiting for the next move 
forward. Or back. 

A brand new play by this dynamic 
company of lived experience refugee 
performers is a shout out to all the 
people who helped them, revealing  
the seam of kindness and care that  
lies within their experience of being 
forced to leave their homes to seek 
asylum in the UK.

https://www.instagram.com/phosphorostheatre/
https://twitter.com/WeArePhosphoros
https://www.facebook.com/PhosphorosTheatre
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In 2017 Bedales welcomed Cecilia Knapp here with 
her first play; the gritty, unflinching ‘Finding Home’. 
She now returns for a vibrant reading and bespoke 
workshop with students.

 ceciliaknapp
 ceciliaknapp

Cecilia Knapp

Join poet, playwright, novelist and  
former young laureate Cecilia Knapp  
for an evening of her poetry and prose  
as well as a conversation on how she 
found writing, found her voice and why 
poetry is the perfect playground for 
dreaming and discovery. Cecilia will 
share insights into her writing process 
and craft, and a few things she’s learnt 
along the way, with an opportunity  
for questions too. 

Cecilia Knapp is the Young People’s 
Laureate for London, 2020-2021. Her 
poems have appeared in Magma, The 
White Review, Ambit and Bath Magg. She 
curated the poetry anthology Everything 
is going to be Alright which was published 
by Trapeze in June this year. Her work 
has been anthologised, most recently 
in The Dizziness of Freedom (Bad Betty 
Press). She was shortlisted for the 2020 
Rebecca Swift Women’s Prize and the 
Outspoken poetry prize. Her debut novel 
is forthcoming with The Borough Press.

POETRY

Thu 16 Nov, 19.30–20.30 
Theatre (£12/10)

Pigs, Peaches and Poems: How I found  
a voice through the magic of writing.

 “It is poets like Cecilia, 
whose works are shot 
through with a refreshing 
sincerity and sharp bite  
of realism, who will fight 
to keep the arts front  
and centre.”
 Marianna Manson,  
Phoenix Mag
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Tony’s work at Gladesmore is an inspiration to 
schools across the country and pioneers a new  
form of educational possibility – something  
Bedales champions.

Tony Hartney CBE
TALKS

We are delighted to welcome Tony 
Hartney to Bedales as part of our  
Civics series. 

Tony Hartney CBE has been headteacher 
of Gladesmore Community School in 
Tottenham since September 1999 having 
previously worked in state-maintained 
London schools throughout his career. 

The school serves a community with 
high levels of economic disadvantage. 
Families face numerous challenges in 
their daily lives and the children typically 
display low self-esteem and start the 
school with reading levels well below 
their chronological age. The school  
is a ten-form entry, mixed secondary 
community school, with a rich diversity 
of cultures and languages.  

Tony’s talk will encourage thought and 
debate around issues such as social 
mobility and inequalities in education. 
Tony talks passionately about the impact 
of boarding bursary places for children 
from Gladesmore.

Tue 23 Nov, 19:30-20:30 
Lupton Hall (Free)
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Global Awareness

Benny Wenda is the leader of the  
West Papuan independence movement. 
Born in the highlands of New Guinea,  
his village was bombed and many of his 
family killed when he was a small boy.  
The bombs came from Indonesia, which 
had begun colonising West Papua in 1963.

Benny became a tribal leader and,  
by 2001, a figure recognised across West 
Papua for his advocacy of independence 
from Indonesia. For his leadership of the 
mass movement, he was imprisoned, 
threatened with 25 years in prison and 
subject to assassination attempts. He 
escaped from prison and gained asylum  
in the UK. From here, he has been 
tirelessly working to help free his  
people ever since.

Benny founded the Free West Papua 
Campaign, won the Freedom of the City  
of Oxford, and now chairs the United 
Liberation Movement for West Papua,  
the most successful West Papuan 
resistance group in history. Come to  
hear his story and how you can help  
the people of West Papua win their 
independence and freedom.

Tue 07 Dec , 19:30-20:30  
Lupton Hall, Free

Benny Wenda

TALKS
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The wait is over for the anticipated return of Bedales’ 
annual Global Awareness lecture. This event never 
fails to bring in a wonderfully inquisitive audience 
and we look forward to welcoming you back for this 
insightful, inspiring evening led by the incredible 
Benny Wenda.
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Bedales

DRAMA 
STUDIO

THEATRE

LUPTON 
HALL

CAR PARK

QUAD

Church Road

Getting here for your event
Church Road 
Steep
Petersfield 
GU32 2DG

Free, onsite parking is available in front of the main  
Orchard Building by taking the first right turn. On foot,  
follow the road through, away from the main reception until you see an  
impressive, timber-framed, pyramidal building: the Theatre. Go straight through 
reception in the Orchard Building and follow the red brick path for the Lupton 
Hall, at the end of the equally awe-inspiring Arts and Crafts Memorial Library.  
For the Quad, follow directions as for the Lupton Hall but keep walking through  
a set of oak double doors under a covered way. The Drama Studio is the oldest 
building on the site and is tucked behind the new Art and Design building.  
Feel free to come to the Theatre for directions if anything’s too hidden. 

Please note: We will be following the latest COVID-19 guidance in full. We will 
inform you of the regulations in place at our venues before your event.

Further directions: bedales.org.uk/events/our-venues

 We nourish and inspire community with events  
that have head, hand and heart at their core.

Accessibility
Our performance spaces are versatile and accessible; if you have any special 
requirements, email hello@bedales.org.uk to talk in advance, to help make your visit  
an enjoyable one. Conversations might include wheelchair assistance, assistance dogs, 
hearing loops or anything else that makes your visit better.

Concessionary tickets are available for recipients of Universal or Pension Credit, full time 
students and those under the age of eighteen. Please bring proof of entitlement with you.
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Events Calendar
at a glance

Bedales 
Events bedalesevents.co.uk

hello@bedales.org.uk
@BedalesEvents

0333 666 3366

Church Road, Steep
Petersfield, GU32 2DG

Fri 03 Sep Hackney Colliery Band Music p.04

Thu 09 Sep Merry Evening Music hg.02

Thu 16 Sep Macbeth Drama p.05

Wed 22 Sep Band Night Music hg.03

Thu 30 Sep Scholars’ Concert Music hg.04

Fri 01 Oct Catch of the Day Drama p.06

Tue 05 Oct Sebastian Bergne Talks p.08

Tue 12-Wed 13 Oct Sixth Form Show Drama hg.05

Thu 04 Nov The Noise Next Door Comedy p.08

Sat 06 Nov Fashion Spies Family p.09

Tue 09 Nov Tabitha Goldstaub Talks p.10

Fri 12 Nov All the beds I have slept in Drama p.11

Tue 16 Nov Cecilia Knapp Poetry p.12

Tue 23 Nov Tony Hartney CBE Talks p.13

Wed 24 Nov St Cecilia Concert Music hg.06

Mon 29-Tue 30 Nov BAC Devised Drama hg.07

Wed 01 Dec Music Exhibitioners’ Concert Music hg.08

Tue 07 Dec Global Awareness – Benny Wenda Talks p.15

Fri 10 Dec Carol Service Music hg.09

Mon 13-Tue 14 Dec Whole School Show Drama hg.10


