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Dear Parents,
The weather has been kind to us this week and the children have enjoyed exploring the great
outdoors within the Bedales Estate, as well as Year 2 and Year 3 venturing on their class trips.
It’s often not where we go, but how we experience it that makes the adventure worthwhile.
It’s amazing how much we see when we are no longer focused on just getting from A to B but
have time to look around and absorb the environment. Our children love to point out the
spring flowers, the bird’s nests or subtle changes that occur in the Orchard and I envy their
ability to observe their environment with fresh eyes every day.
This week is National Children’s Mental Health Week, so we have been focusing on being selfaware of our actions and behaviour this week. Monday’s assembly was on Anti-Bullying and
thinking about the choices we make. The children also created rules for Orchard play:
I will play and include others
I can build dens
I can be imaginative
I can have fun
I will not run with sticks, throw sticks or use a stick in a dangerous way.
I will not climb trees.
I will climb on the play equipment instead!

Reminders of the rules will be placed around the Orchard to help the children make the most of
their playtime. Our wonderful Eco-Committee have requested two bins to be placed in the
Orchard after finding a significant amount of litter left in the Orchard. One will be a recycling
bin (green) for plastics and one black one for general rubbish. They have asked me to politely
remind all parents to please put their rubbish in the bins when they leave the Orchard. Your
children are becoming keen Eco-Warriors, hoping to make Dunannie the “greenest” school, so be
warned they will be watching that your daily habits are helping and not harming the
environment.
It was wonderful to welcome parents from Nursery and Reception to our first weekly Coffee
and Chat event on Tuesday. We were lucky with the weather this week, however next week’s
Coffee and Chat will be held in the Dunannie library, and I look forward to seeing lots of the
Year 1 parents there.
On Thursday Year 2 had a brilliant time visiting the Weald and Downland Living Museum in
Chichester, where the children got to embrace the outdoors and explore the 40-acre site.
Through sight, touch and even smell they learned first-hand what life was really like for people
living in years gone by. Year 3 finished off their week by exploring the wild and wonderful
Arundel Wetland Centre where they were able to immerse themselves in nature and even
enjoyed the unique experience of getting up close and personal with rare and endangered birds
from around the world! While it is clearly the case that, in any school, much of the progress that
children make is the result of what happens in the classroom, I am firmly of the opinion that
experiences like these trips should always be an integral part of a Bedales education.
Next week Year 3 will take part in their own mini–Winter Olympics. This will take place on
Thursday 17th February between 2-3pm on the Bedales astro, and will be followed by
refreshments at the Sam Banks Pavillion. Parents are very much welcome to come and cheer
them on.
Finally, next week is our last week before half term. Please note that there will be no late
Swallow Club on Friday 18th February.
A few dates for your diary:
- Parents evening: 15th and 17th February 2022
- World Book Week: w/c 28th February/ Bake sale and Dress Up Day 3rd March
- 9th March: 3 Schools concert
- Red Nose Movie Night: 17th March ( More information to follow)
I wish you all a restful weekend.
Best wishes,
Fiona

NURSERY

We have been doing some great
teamwork this week. We have worked
together to carry a heavy pipe, given
our friends rides on the chariot trike,
stacked the bricks together and worked
as a team to create sand mountains
over the black pipe. Well done Team
Nursery!

NURSERY

We have been space adventurers this
week. We had a surprise visit from
Adam the Astronaut and in Music we
travelled into space, making the sound
of twinkling stars with our triangles
before meeting aliens and coming back
home in our special spaceships.

RECEPTION
After loving a dragon-filled week, Sir
Laugh-a-Lot left a scroll in our
classroom saying he would be
recruiting squires! The children have
started investigating different parts
and functions of castles and have
created shields with personalised crests
representing something special to them
or their families. We are also
developing story language so we can
have a go at writing our very own
three part stories! Well done Reception!

Reception have been brewing spells
and writing their “wish” ingredients
after reading stories about dragons! We
have designed dragons using online
programmes so that we could work as a
team to make our own class dragon!
We also celebrated Lunar New Year
and loved making beautiful stencil
paintings for the year of the tiger.

RECEPTION

YEAR 1

Year 1 have really got to know the
characters in fairy tales this week.
They created their favourites and
used a variety of joining
techniques to attach the materials.
In groups, they used their spoon
puppets to create ‘mixed up
fairytales’ which they performed.
For example, Rapunzel baked a
gingerbread man who, when
baked, jumped out of the oven and
escaped by climbing down her
long hair…only to be eaten by the
Big Bad Wolf at the bottom.
Their imaginations are brilliant!

YEAR 1

YEAR 1

In PSHE, the children have been
thinking about what makes them
feel a sense of belonging at home
and they had so many ideas. They
used drama to develop and show
their ideas to others. Here you can
see; playing sports together, going
on a family walk, pulling crackers
at Christmas and having a dance
and a laugh in the kitchen.

YEAR 2

What an amazingly interesting trip to the
Weald and Downland Museum. We were
able to explore all the different houses,
some from over 800 years ago. We
couldn’t believe how cold and dark the
houses were. Some with little bedding and
no ovens or fridges! And as for the
bathrooms . . . ! We decided we were
happier living in our modern houses.

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

Year 3 spent a wonderful day at Arundel
Wildlife Wetland Centre today. We were
so lucky to see so many beautiful birds
close up, and in formation in the skies
above. This time of year is really special,
as there are lots of visiting birds on their
migration journeys. We found out about
one bird in particular – the Arctic tern –
that flies an incredible 25,000 miles from
the Arctic to Antarctica, where it enjoys
the Antarctic summer! Our migration
game was great fun, adding up the
hazards, challenges and luck needed for a
migration journey of many miles.
Using the display boards and bird spotting
guides, we became quite expert at spotting
lots of different birds.

YEAR 3

The Wetland Centre is a truly wonderful
place and we enjoyed our boat trips along
the reed beds looking out or early nesters,
and maybe a water vole or kingfisher. We
had our own thatched cabin for the day
and really enjoyed learning so much –
thank you to all the lovely staff at the
Centre for sharing their knowledge and
love of birds with us.

P.E, GAMES AND SWIMMING

On Monday all classes took part
in their Health and Fitness
lessons. The children worked
hard to raise their heart rates for
prolonged periods of time and to
recognise the beneficial effects
that exercise was having on their
bodies. It was fantastic to have
most of the children back in the
pool on Wednesday. Although
their swimming programme has
been disrupted due to Covid the
children were enthusiastic and
are continuing to make good
progress with their strokes.
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