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Dear Parents,

 

After our bank holiday weekend, this shortened school week has been packed full of exciting

activities with the children. We continue to focus on our current Be Value; Be Aware.

Sustainability and environmental issues have been at the forefront of our thoughts and

discussions this week, and here at Dunannie we are so fortunate to have access to wild areas

to visit such as the beautiful bluebell woods on the Bedales Schools estate. The children have

proven to be very adept at realising the importance of a healthy ecosystem and on walks, all

manner of wildlife are discussed from the smallest pollinators right up to our native British

predators.

 

As well as wildlife that the children can find locally, Year 1 had an amazing trip to Marwell

Zoo on Thursday where our Be Value was expanded to include a more global awareness of

different ecosystems around the world and the incredible animals that can be found in them.

The assembly on Friday focused on developing a growth mindset and being aware that when

we make mistakes, we can learn from them. The children enjoyed hearing about a mistake I

made this week when I mistook a few seed bombs as something rather less pleasant and

removed them from the area where Year 2 had planted them! It caused great hilarity but it

was a perfect teaching moment! Being aware of and admitting our mistakes, making amends (I

replanted the seed bombs! ), and learning from our mistakes are all critical components of

developing a growth mindset.  We also read one of my favourite books, Oops, about how

mistakes can be turned into something beautiful.

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

I am delighted to welcome Ros Clark to Year 1 as a Teaching Assistant. Ros comes with a

wealth of experience previously working as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant for many

years. We also warmly welcome Susannah de la Haye to Nursery as a Teaching Assistant.

We are very lucky to have Susannah as qualified and experienced teacher supporting us in

Nursery. They have enjoyed getting to know all the children this week. We also welcome

Hugo, a new Gap student who will join Steph, Lizzy and Ciara supporting our children at

both Dunannie and Dunhurst. Our Gaps are a wonderful, hardworking group who are

extremely flexible and help both schools with a variety of activities. Often they leave us to

pursue a career in teaching. 

I am delighted to announce that Mathew Blunt has been appointed as Director of Music from

September 2022. Mathew went through a vigorous process in what was an exceptional field

of candidates.

Mathew is currently Director of Music at St Catherine’s Bramley. A former pupil of

Chetham’s music school, Mathew has a Bachelor’s Degree, First Class from the Royal

Academy of Music and gained his QTS from the University of Buckinghamshire. 

 

We have a few items to look forward to for next week; on Monday, the Year 3s will be taking

a trip to the RHS gardens at Wisley where they will be able to explore our theme of

sustainability and the environment further. Tuesday 10th will see photographers coming

into the school to take our photographs as well as the Dunannie Performer’s Platform taking

place in the School Library from 3.45pm until 4.15pm. Unfortunately, I won't be able to

attend the performer's platform due to a Governor's Education Committee meeting but the

class teachers will be there to celebrate their musical endeavours. I would like to thank and

congratulate Eleazar for his wonderful performance in today's assembly. I look forward to

hearing more musicians next week. 

 

Once again, we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has donated to the

Ukrainian cause. Your generosity continues to be outstanding and we are sure, much

appreciated by those in need.

 

Finally, please do take a look at the last pages of the newsletter this week as there is

information from Friends of Dunannie regarding this year’s Summer Social and Fundraising

Event, as well as Dunhurst’s Parent’s vs Staff Cricket Match and Fete Friday 13th May

(which Dunannie are welcome to attend - no ticket required).

 

I hope you all enjoy your weekend.

 

Best wishes,

Fiona



We worked together, following the recipe to measure and mix the ingredients,

knead the dough and shape the bread rolls. When they were ready we practised

our spreading skills to add butter and jam so we could eat them at snack time!

NURSERY



NURSERY
We spotted many different wild flowers on our walk on Thursday. We took

the cameras so we could practise our photography and record what we had

found. We knew some of their names and looked others up back at the

Nursery.  



A shop opened in reception this week! Everyone has enjoyed taking it in turns to be the

shopkeeper, queuing for their provisions and even making fruit from salt dough to sell.

We have continued with our bee topic with more fabulous creations from stick and pea.

The children had a chance to experiment with different instruments in music

performing The Gruffalo song and last but not least some very exciting visitors arrived in

the classroom….

RECEPTION
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What a lot can be achieved in a short week! In Maths, Year One have begun exploring

multiplication through making and adding equal groups; applying skills previously

learned and making links. They have continued learning new techniques in Art, building

up their seasons paintings and showing great ‘have a go’ attitudes, and have been

developing their descriptive language in English. 

YEAR 1



YEAR 1

The highlight of the week, was undoubtably our trip to Marwell where the children

found many animals to sort into omnivore, carnivore and herbivore groups and

learned more about life cycles. We were fortunate to see wallaby joeys peeking from

their mothers’ pouches, the armour like forms of rhinos up close and a group of

zebras which seemed as interested in the children as they were in them! 



YEAR 1



YEAR 1

My personal highlight, was when the children ran over to a tree for an impromptu

‘nature hug’; connecting with the tree, each other and exhibiting the values we so

cherish at Dunannie. 



This is a snap shot of a

week in Year 2 - so many

things are happening from

fractions, to planting, and

cooking pitta breads. 

YEAR 2



YEAR 2



Year 3SR have had a very productive week. We have been learning about trees

and plants in preparation for our trip to Wisley Gardens on Monday. During

art, the children chose a tree in the orchard to sketch. 

We have now had two Bushcraft sessions with Natalie and the children have

thoroughly enjoyed working outdoors on our beautiful estate. 

 

YEAR 3SR



YEAR 3SR



YEAR 3CC

The children were brilliant in their maths lesson learning about repeating patterns

and infinite loops, turning a pattern of multilink into a forever loop!



YEAR 3CC
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